Reading Log:  The Great Gatsby Ch.1-5

	Ch.
	Critical Thinking Question
	Supported Response (Start with  a TS.  Weave-in facts and quotes.  Include page references. Develop reasons.)

	1
	What suggest that Nick will be a trustworthy narrator?  


	

	
	What do Nick’s descriptions of Gatsby (p.6) and his mysterious gestures at the end of the chapter suggest about Gatsby’s conflict and struggles in this story? 


	

	
	How are Daisy and Jordan described by Nick?  What does he compare them to?  What does this imply about them?  


	

	
	Why would Daisy say that her daughter will just be a “beautiful little fool”?  What is implied about her view of her own life?


	

	2
	Why does Tom spend time with Myrtle?  Does Tom love Myrtle?  Give evidence and discuss their relationship.

	

	
	What does the “valley of the ashes” full of “ashen men” symbolize?  What are the connotations of the word “ash”?  What kind of lives do people lead there?


	

	3
	How does Gatsby relate to his guests and his party?  How is his behavior ironic considering his lifestyle?


	

	
	Driving accidents, and bad driving are mentioned frequently.  What is foreshadowed by the reckless driving?  How could this relate to the theme of the story?


	

	4
	How does Gatsby explain his past?  Why does it seem incredulous and suspicious?


	

	
	What kind of man is Wolfsheim? How is he characterized?  Give evidence for your conclusions.


	

	
	
	

	5
	Why does Gatsby try to leave even before Daisy arrives for tea?  What is he feeling and why?  What could this meeting lead to?  How could it affect his life?

	

	
	How is Gatsby like the old clock on Nick’s mantle?  Explain why it is a good metaphor for his life.


	

	
	Does Gatsby truly love Daisy?  Why or why not?

Give reasons and proof.


	

	
	Does Daisy love Gatsby?  Can she fulfill Gatsby’s hopes and expectations? Why or why not?  Give reasons and proof.


	

	
	
	


