Japan Unit Study Guide


Part I: Geography 

1) What is isolation?

2) Where did most of Japan’s population live? Why?

3) How did Japan’s geography affect the diet of medieval Japanese peoples? 

Part II: Culture

4)  Who were the Ainu? Why did their culture decline? 

5) Describe three ways that Korea’s culture influenced Japan.

6) Describe three ways that China influenced Japan. 

7) How did Prince Shotoku help to spread Buddhism?

8) What is a regent? Give an example from this unit. 

9) Why was The Tale of Genji an important piece of literature? What did it tell us about life in medieval Japan?

10) What was Heian? Why was it known for being a center of culture during the 800’s?

Part III: Religion 

11)  Define “Shinto.” What are some of its basic beliefs or practices? What role do kami play in this belief system?

12) Compare and contrast Zen and Pure Land Buddhism. 

13)  How did commoners and nobles practice Buddhism differently? 

14) How were Zen gardens used in Japan?

 Part IV: Feudalism 

15)  Why did the emperor lose control of Japan to the Minamoto shogun?

16) Who unified Japan in the 1500s?

17) Describe the results of the Mongol invasions in 1274. How did nobles respond to this threat? 

18) What was the main duty of the samurai class?

19) How were samurais paid for there service? 

20)  Why were merchants considered to be the lowest social class? 

21)  What were the roles of samurai women? How did they defend their homes?

22)  Define Bushido? What characteristics did it value?

23) Describe two reasons that samurai warriors become “students of culture?”

24)  Describe the positions and roles of each of these classes on feudal Japan’s social hierarchy: shogun, peasants, artisans, emperor, merchants, daimyo, and samurai. 

