Antietam Battle Paragraph


Antietam, the bloodiest one-day battle of the American Civil War, is usually described in military terms as a draw, but this stalemate helped produce two effects that led to an eventual Union victory.  The heavy losses, combined with Confederate General Lee’s retreat to Virginia, convinced the British government, which was weighing recognition of the Confederacy, to continue its “wait-and-see” attitude toward the war.  Without international support, the South had little chance of winning the terrible war of attrition that the conflict had become.  Of greater import, the battle convinced President Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing the southern slaves and transforming the war from a fight for the preservation of the Union into a battle for liberty.  By weakening potential southern aid and raising Union morale, Antietam began the slow march to northern conquest of the South.    

