Assignment Guide Unit 5
The Cold War Takes Shape:  1946-1953
Readings:

Griffith, Robert and Baker, Paula.  Major Problems in American History.  3rd edition.  Houghton Mifflin Company:  Boston, 2007.  Chapters 2-3.
LaFeber,  Walter.  America, Russia, and the Cold War 1945-2002.  9th edition.  McGraw-Hill:  New York, 2004.  Chapters 2-6.
Leffler, Melvyn P.,  “The Cold War:  What Do ‘We Now Know”?”  The American Historical Review  104:2, pp. 501-524.
McKay, John P et al., A History of World Societies.  5th edition.  Houghton Mifflin Company:  Boston,  2000.  Chapters 33 and 34.
Thursday, 1/19 People’s Century Video:  Boomtime
Friday, 1/20  McKay ch. 33, pages 1042-1053

1. Discuss the principal concerns of the Teheran Conference (11/1943).

2. Evaluate the success of the Yalta Conference (2/1945).

3. Compare the deliberations at Potsdam (7/1945) with those at Yalta.

4. Explain the reasons why many Americans had come to distrust Stalin by 1947.

5. Identify the Truman doctrine

6. Evaluate the success of the Marshall Plan.

7. Evaluate U.S. involvement in the Korean War.

8. Define neo-colonialism and analyze its component elements.

9. Account for the backlash against the welfare state that emerged in Europe after 1970.

10. Explain three major trends illustrated in the graph on page 1052 (Figure 33.1).

Monday, 1/23  DQs for McKay, pp. 1053-1068
11. Explain the reemergence of absolute dictatorship in the last years of Stalin’s rule.

12. Identify the major themes of Khrushchev’s secret speech at the 20th Party Congress in 1956.

13. Evaluate the success of “de-Stalinization”

14. Assess Khrushchev’s foreign policy initiatives, 1955-1964.
15. Identify the early involvement of the U.S. in the emerging conflict between the two Vietnams from 1945-1964.

16. Examine the consequences of the Tet Offensive.

17. How did Nixon’s opening to China in 1972 affect the Cold War.

18. Identify the key components of the Final Act of the Helsinki agreements in 1975.

19. Account for the decline of détente in the late 1970s.

20. Outline Salvador Allende’s economic reform program in 1970.

21. Compare the different analyses of the post-communist world order by Francis Fukuyama and James Cronin.

22. Account for the failure of economic liberalization in post-communist Russia.

23. Summarize the goals of the Single Europe Act of 1986 and the Maastricht Treaty

Tuesday, 1/24  DQs for McKay, pages 1082-1117.

24. Discuss the ways in which China followed the Soviet model in its early development under Mao.

25. Analyze the circumstances that caused the breakdown in Sino-Soviet relations in the early 1960s.

26. Examine the circumstances that resulted in the reopening of relations between the US and China.

27. Evaluate US policy in Japan in the immediate post-war years.

28. Discuss the effect that the communist victory in China had on US policies with Japan.

29. How do scholars account for the economic success of Japan in the post-war world?

30. Analyze the 1956 Suez Canal crisis in the context of Cold War tensions.

31. Identify the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa that adopted one-party socialist states.

32. Read Nelson Mandela’s opening statement in his 1964 treason trial and discuss his relationship with communists and communism.

Thursday, 1/26  People’s Century Video:  Great Leap

Monday, 1/30  DQs for Griffith, chapter 2  (Final Drafts of Extended Essay due in Ms. Walker’s Class)
33. Explain Truman’s decision to fire Secretary of Commerce Henry A. Wallace.

34. To what extent does Truman’s attitude toward Stalin appear to have changed between July 18 and July 25?

35. Summarize the four policy consequences that Kennan proposed in the 2/2/46 “Long Telegram.”

36. To what extent did Ambassador Novikov see conflict and mistrust with the US as inevitable?

37. Discuss the venues that Novikov identifies as examples of the imperial reach of the US.

38. Compare and contrast Truman’s proposals for Greece and Turkey in his famous Truman Doctrine speech to Congress in March, 1947.
39. To what extent can Joseph McCarthy’s allegations about the communist threat be regarded as demagogy?

40. To what extent are the eleven policy guidelines of NSC 68 consistent with traditional understandings of containment?

41. Analyze Offner’s critique of post-revisionist historiography.

42. Analyze Gaddis’ critique of revisionist historiography.

Tuesday, 1/31  LaFeber, chapter 2

43. Explain the importance of China in Truman’s global strategy before 1949.

44. Discuss the goals of Soviet strategy in China at the end of World War II.

45. Account for General Marshall’s decision to withdraw US troops from China at a time when Chiang desperately needed them.
46. Why does LaFeber assert that Stalin lost twice in the confrontation with the US over Iran in 1945-1946?
47. Identify the two declarations of Cold War that occurred in 1946.

48. Explain the importance of the decisions of the summer of 1946 for the future of Germany.

49. Examine the circumstances that weighed against Truman offering massive US economic and military aid to war-ravaged Western Europe.

50. Assess the results of the 1946 midterm elections.

51. Discuss theologian Reinhold Niebuhr’s critique of the Soviet system.

Wednesday, 2/1  DQs for Leffler, “What Do ‘We Now Know’?”

52. Identify the three major new sources of information that have opened the study of the Cold War to reinterpretation.

53. Identify and explain Leffler’s thesis.

54. Examine the major themes that emerge from Gaddis’ study of the Cold War.

55. What evidence does Gaddis provide to support his claim that the newly released documents show that Stalin and the USSR were motivated by revolutionary romanticism?

56. Explain the meaning of the two questions with which Leffler challenges Gaddis’ master narrative.

57. Discuss the significance of Stalin’s early letters to V.M. Molotov.

58. To what extent do the recent interpretations of Zubok, Pleshakov, and Mastny verify Gaddis’ thesis?

59. What appears to have been China’s main motive for intervening in the Korean War?

60. Explain the context which Westad, Zubok, and Pleshakov claim must be taken into account for a proper understanding of the role of ideology in Soviet behavior.

61. Compare and contrast Gaddis’ treatment of the role of security concerns as motive factors for both the USSR and the USA.

62. What does Kathryn Weathersby identify as the main Soviet concern in the Korean conflict?

63. In what sense does the research of Carolyn Eisenberg revive the revisionist historiography of the 1960s and 1970s?

64. Outline Stalin’s responses to the Marshall Plan in 1947.

65. To what extent do Stalin’s moves in 1947 reflect revolutionary romanticism?

66. Explain the predominant themes that emerged in the revisionist historiography of the 1960 and 1970s.

67. Assess Gaddis’ thesis that “the cold war in Asia developed largely out of inadvertence.”  (p. 522)

Thursday, 2/2  LaFeber, chapter 3.

68. Assess the global strategic dangers that appeared on the US horizon when the Truman Doctrine was declared in March of 1947.

69. To what extent was the Truman Doctrine speech more directed toward rallying a domestic audience than authentically portraying the dangers presented in Greece and Turkey?

70. Discuss the potential dangers that the Truman Doctrine posed.

71. To what extent is Truman responsible for McCarthyism?

72. Discuss the four reasons that the Truman Doctrine marked a milestone in American history.

73. How does the following quote from George Kennan (pp. 66-7) explain the motive behind the Marshall plan?  “Viewed in absolute terms, I think the greatest danger that could confront the United States security would be a combination and working together for purposes hostile to us of the central European and Russian military-industrial potentials.”

74. To what extent was the US invitation for the Soviet Union to participate in the Marshall Plan sincere?

75. Outline the key points and explain the significance of Kennan’s Mr. “X” article of July 1947.

76. Why was the US not enthusiastic about the incorporation of articles 15 and 16 into the Charter of the OAS?

77. Outline the features of the National Security Act.

78. What do recently released documents indicate about the Soviet understanding of the Marshall Plan, and how did the USSR respond to it?

79. To what extent was the war scare of 1948 that successfully passed the Marshall Plan, the Selective Service Bill, and increased defense appropriations a deliberate fraud?

Friday, 2/3  DQs for Griffith, chapter 3
80. Discuss the problems that lurked below the surface of prosperous and ideologically uniform culture of the United States in the 1950s.

81. Analyze the composition of the Ad Council.

82. Explain the role of factory workers in creating the “Miracle of America” according to the Ad Council.

83. Why might the number of babies born to families of male college graduates be greater than the number born to female college grads?

84. Compare and contrast the role of 1950s street gangs with those of today.

85. To what extent does the Life magazine article perceive teen spending as a threat to core values?

86. Discuss the effects of TV that are presented in the three perspectives presented in the US News and World Report article.

87. Examine the major findings of social science as applied to advertising in Vance Packard’s analysis.

88. Identify the arenas of popular culture in which Roland Marchand perceives homogenization and evidence of an emerging classless society appeared.

89. Discuss the changing role of the woman that emerged in the popular culture of the 1950s.

90. Assess the contributions of Norman Vincent Peale in shaping the popular culture of the 1950s.

91. Discuss Marchand’s viewpoint on the role of rock music in shaping the youth culture of the 1950s.

92. Discuss the effects of post-war prosperity on the emergence of a female teen culture, according to Kelly Schrum.

93. Explain the particular success of Seventeen magazine as the first publication with broad appeal to teenage girls.

94. Analyze Seventeen’s perspective on marriage in relation to trends of the day.

Monday, 2/6 General Discussion

Tuesday, 2/7 LaFeber, chapter 4.

95. Outline the problems that arose for the Truman administration in the years 1948-1950 despite its success in thwarting the general threat of communism in Europe.

96. Explain the significance of Tito’s Yugoslavia in the Cold War configuration of a divided Europe.

97. Compare and contrast the foreign policy goals of Republicans and Democrats in the presidential election year of 1948.

98. Discuss the domestic challenges to Truman’s centrism in the 1948 election.

99. Identify the four points of Truman’s inaugural address of 1949.

100. Explain the significance of Articles 5 and 11 of the UN Charter.

101. Discuss the meaning of Senator Tom Connally’s contention that the NATO Pact was “the logical extension of the principle of the Monroe Doctrine.”

102. Discuss the various policies undertaken by Truman in the wake of the Russian atomic bomb explosion on 9/22/49 and the success of the Chinese Revolution on 10/1/49.

103. Examine the conclusions of the August 1949 State Department White Paper on China.

104. Explain Truman’s reasons for not accepting Mao’s invitation to open diplomatic relations soon after the communist takeover.

105. Discuss the findings that have derived from studies of documents released in the 1990s regarding Stalin’s policies toward revolutionary China.

106. Analyze the significance of Acheson’s Pacific “defensive perimeter” declaration of 1/23/50.

107. Discuss the assumptions behind NSC-68.

108. Outline the conclusions and plan of action that derive from NSC-68 (February 1950).

Wednesday, 2/8 DQs from LaFeber, chapter 5

109. To what extent was North Korea and its leader, Kim Il Song, responsible for the outbreak of the Korean War?

110. Explain how the United States was able to gain United Nations sanction for military action in support of South Korea.

111. Discuss the importance of the summer of 1950 in the development of the Cold War.

112. Account for the inability of Truman to counter Joseph McCarthy’s revived accusations in the wake of the Korean War.

113. Identify the factors that led the US to decide to cross the 38th parallel and unite Korea from the South.

114. Discuss the context for the establishment of the ANZUS military alliance.

115. Assess the relative importance of Europe and Asia in US policy during the Korean War.

Thursday, 2/9 DQs for LaFeber, chapter 6

116. Compare and contrast the positions of Hans Morgenthau and Senator Robert A. Taft on the “roles of morality, the place of power, and the nature of the Soviet threat.”
117. Discuss the role of Japan and the Philippines in Niebuhr’s Asia policy.

118. Examine the meaning of the following from Niebuhr (p. 141):  “This ‘illusion of American omnipotence,’ . . . is a natural mistake of a commercial community which knows that American hegemony is based upon our technical-economic power but does not understand the vast complexities of ethnic loyalties, of social forces in a decaying agrarian world, of the resentments which a mere display of military power creates among those who are not committed to us.”

119. Why did Truman and Eisenhower become bitter enemies?

120. Identify the New Deal constituencies that drifted toward the Republican Party during the course of the 1950s.

121. Assess the validity of the following claim:  “The 1960s generation paid in blood and treasure for the ignorance of the early 1950s.” (p. 144)
122. Outline the ways in which LaFeber claims that Eisenhower was a precursor to Reagan.

123. Identify the immediate changes in Soviet foreign policy upon the death of Stalin.

Friday, 2/10  Essay Review for Exam

Tuesday, 2/14 Exam
1. Why, and with what consequences, did the United States get involved in Korea? [P3/07/Q18]

2.  “An unnatural alliance that was bound to fall apart after the defeat of the common enemy.”  To what extent does this statement explain the origin of the Cold War?  [P2/06/CW/Q21]

3. To what extent was Truman successful in his domestic policies as president of the United States (1945-1953)?  [P3/11/Q18]
4. In what ways, and with what results, was Germany the key focus of the early stages of the Cold War? [P2/CW/07/Q22]

5. Assess the part played by differing ideologies in the origin of the Cold War. [P2/CW/07/Q21]

6. For what reasons and with what results, did the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan affect Cold War development? [P2/CW/08/Q22]
7. To what extent did either Mao’s or Stalin’s domestic policies solve the problems they faced?  [P2/SPS/11/Q14]
8. Evaluate the role of the policies of the United States in the origins of the Cold War between 1945 and 1949.  [P2/CW/10/Q25]
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