4.  Required Materials
You must bring a pen, appropriate texts, and paper with clean edges and binder holes every day to class. So that you may mark freely in your texts, I advise that you buy the same edition as the copy made available through the textbook room so that it will be easy for you to follow along in class.
5.  Course Requirements
Read and study texts as assigned. Contribute to class discussions and activities.  Complete homework and projects as assigned. Course syllabus, agendas, and assignments can be found on my personal page at the school’s website: www.miracostahigh.org.
6.  Methods of Assessment
The grade you receive on your report card is based on your performance on tests, quizzes, essays and projects as well as your level of participation in classroom discussions and journal writing. Tests and quizzes will be administered on a regular basis (typically one quiz a week and one test every three-four weeks), essays are also assigned regularly (one process paper and one in-class timed writing per month), and projects will be assigned usually at the culmination of a unit study. Class participation is essential as it is a vehicle not only for note taking but for the generation of ideas that will appear as essay and project topics. I will send progress reports home for any student with a course score lower than a “C.” Grades are based on the following percentage system: 90-100%= A; 80-89%= B; 70-79%= C; 60-69%= D; 59% or below= F.

7.  Make-Up and Tardy Work
Turn in all work the day you return to class. If you missed a test or a quiz because of an excused absence, you must make up the test the day you return. If you neglect to do so you will receive a zero. You are responsible for all work missed, so arrange with someone in class to get notes and handouts from the day(s) you were absent and always check the website. If you are absent when an assignment is given, you must still complete it per the instructions I post on-line. I will not remind students of make-up work; they must be pro-active and approach me themselves. Late work will be marked down one grade for every day the work is late.

8.  Parent Support
Parents, please encourage your children to buy their own copies of assigned texts, and then encourage them to mark the books as directed in class to promote active reading. Help your children revise drafts of papers—read their papers aloud to them and discuss editing and revision possibilities.

9.  Special Instructions
Come to class with an open mind and conviction in your ideas. I firmly believe in reader-response theory—that the thirty students in my class will have thirty different responses to the literature we read. I expect to hear them all. As far as conduct is concerned, my only rule is this: respect me, respect your classmates, and respect the environment around you. If discipline issues do arise, I will deal with them swiftly and professionally.

Student’s Name:____________________   Signature:________________________

Parent’s Name: ____________________   Signature:________________________

