Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Essay Prompts

Chose one of the following:
1. Compare Sir Gawain, the medieval chivalric Christian hero, to Beowulf, the pagan epic hero. Here are some points of comparison to consider: Which character is the more developed or dynamic? Whom do we identify with more? Which is the more honorable and noble? What motivates them respectively? What do they learn and/or achieve in their respective quests? Make sure to have a clear, cogent thesis and try to weight your argument in one way; you don’t want to simply list similarities and differences. Some sample thesis format sentences: 

Although they share certain traits ... Sir Gawain and Beowulf differ in this important way.... 

Beowulf and Gawain are strikingly different in one sense…. Nevertheless, they share certain common heroic traits…that have endured over time. 
2. Compare Sir Gawain, the medieval romantic Christian hero, to Macbeth, the tragic hero.  You may consider the same questions above. 

3. Although dating from the same time period, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and The Canterbury Tales are very different works of literature. Compare and contrast the tone of the two texts, examining especially the use of irony and humor. Look for the voice of the narrator and his comments on the characters he writes of. What outlook on life or humanity does each text offer? 
