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On November 12, 1914, a delegation of African Americans led by William M. Trotter,
editor of the Guardian, an African American newspaper in Boston, met with President
Woodrow Wilson to protest segregation in government offices. Wilson had little sympathy
for their cause. The meeting ended disastrously when Trotter accused Wilson of continuing
a “new slavery,” angering Wilson. Parts of Trotter’s address to the president appear here.

As you read, consider the following questions:
*  Why might the author have risked angering President Wilson?

*  What is Trotter asking Wilson to do?

Onc year ago we presented a national petition, signed by Afro-Americans
in thirty-eight states, protesting against the segregation of employes of
the National government whose ancestry could be traced in whole or in part to
Africa, as instituted under your administration in the treasury and postoffice
departments. We then appealed to you to undo this race segregation in accord
with your duty as president and with your pre-election pledges. . . .

At that time you stated you would investigate conditions for yourself.
Now, after the lapse of a year, we have come back having found thac all the
forms of segregation of government employes of African extraction are still
practiced in the treasury and postoffice department buildings, and to a certain
extent have spread into other government buildings.

Under the treasury department, in the bureau of engraving and printing
there is segregation not only in dressing rooms, but in working positions,
Afro-American employes being herded at separate tables, in eating, and in
toilets. In the navy department there is herding at desks and separation in
lavatories. In the postoffice department there is separation in work for Afro-
American women in the alcove on the eighth floor, of Afro-American men in
rooms on the seventh floor, with forbidding even of entrance into an adjoining
room occupied by white clerks on the seventh floor, and of Afro-American
men in separate rooms just instituted on the sixth floor, with separate
lavatories for Afro-American men on the eighth floor; in the main treasury
building in separate lavatories in the basement; in the interior department
separate lavatories, which were specifically pointed out to you at our first
hearing; in the state and other departments separate lavatories; in marine
hospital service building in separate lavatories, though there is but one Afro-
American clerk to use it; in the war department in separate lavatories; in the
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[image: image2.png]postoffice department building separate lavatories; in the sewing and bindery
divisions of the government printing office on the fifth floor there is herding
at working positions of Afro-American women and separation in lavatories,
and new segregation instituted by the division chief since our first audience
with you. This lavatory segregation is the most degrading, most insulting of
all. Afro-American employes who use the regular public lavatories on the floors
where they work are cautioned and are then warned by superior officers
against insubordination.

We have come by vote of this league to set before you this definite
continuance of race segregation and to renew the protest and to ask you ro
abolish segregation of Afro-American employes in the executive department. . . .

Only two years ago you were heralded as perhaps the second Lincoln, and
now the Afro-American leaders who supported you are hounded as false
leaders and traitors to their race. What a change segregation has wrought!

You said that your "Colored fellow citizens could depend upon you for
everything which would assist in advancing the interests of their race in the
United States.” Consider this pledge in the face of the continued color
segregation! Fellow citizenship means congregation. Segregation destroys
fellowship and citizenship. Consider that any passerby on the streets of the
national capital, whether he be black or white, can enter and use the public
lavatories in government buildings while citizens of color who do the work of
the government are excluded.

As equal citizens and by virtue of your public promises we are entitled at
your hands to freedom from discrimination, restriction, imputation and insult
in government employ. Have you a "new freedom" for white Americans and a
new slavery for your Afro-American fellow citizens? God forbid!

We have been delegated to ask you to issue an executive order against any
and all segregation of government employes because of race and color, and to
ask whether you will do so. We await your reply, that we may give it to the
waiting citizens of the United States of African extraction.
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