“Pardoner’s Tale” Q’s

1. Why does the host address the pardoner as "pretty boy"?

2. How do the other pilgrims respond?

3. Can you detect any situational irony in the pardoner's response?

4. What kind of story is he going to tell? What is ironic about the pardoner's choice in tale?

5. How does the prologue to the pardoner's tale shed more light on his character? Does he have any redeeming qualities?

6. What allusions to Biblical stories does the pardoner make in his prologue?
7. What sins does he preach against?

Vocabulary—Define the following words:
i. avarice

ii. bawdy

iii. churl

iv. cuckold
v. dainty

vi. gluttony
vii. lechery

viii. ribaldry
ix. slovenly

