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“A Modest Proposal” 

Answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

Post-reading/review 

1. Summarize what you can infer about Swift’s feelings toward the landlords or the English rule of Ireland.
2. Distinguish between the tone of the speaker versus the tone of the writer in “A Modest Proposal.” Describe both. 
3. What methods of persuasion and rhetorical devices does the speaker use? 
4. What form of satire is “A Modest Proposal”? 
5. How is it a form of social or political protest and who are the writer’s targets? What did Swift seek to change?
6. How is the essay organized in terms of the content? Are there any digressions from the topic?

Beyond 

1. Swift’s “A Modest Proposal” is a satire. Thus, on some level, it is not meant to be taken seriously (while, at the same time, the issues addressed are meant to be taken very seriously). What may be shocking, however, is that there are cases in history and society that are not too far off from what the speaker actually proposes in this essay. As you were reading, did you have any associations or make any connections to other historical events?

2.  “A Modest Proposal” is a work of non-fiction from the Enlightenment--a time when intellectuals and writers believed in the power of cool rational thought; when they promoted the ideals of reason and logic; and when they had faith in the human capacity to solve societal problems. In your mind, is the “modest proposal” of the speaker a product of logic and reason? Consider the problems being addressed and the pros and cons of the solution put forward.  

