“The American Crisis” Rhetorical Analysis Activity

I. Because a rhetorical analysis essay is more effective if it discusses the passage from beginning to end, paraphrase and list the main ideas in each part of the passage.

1. _____________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________

6. _____________________________________________________________

II. Complete a rhetorical square for “The American Crisis”:

	


III. Think about how the rhetorical devices listed in the middle of the rhetorical square relate to the elements of rhetoric outside the square (speaker, audience, message purpose, tone). You can draw arrows or use symbols to show how the inner rhetorical devices relate to the outer elements of rhetoric. 

1. Are there any examples of figurative language? How do they relate to the overarching elements of rhetoric?

2. What types of syntax are present? How do they relate to the overarching elements of rhetoric?

3. Do you see similar connotations amongst the diction in the passage (i.e. many words that connote brutality and despair)? How do the connotations of these words relate to the overarching elements of rhetoric?

4. Are there any other rhetorical devices or appeals that are important to the message, tone, purpose, speaker or audience?
IV. Write a thesis statement answering one of the following prompt:
Read the passage carefully. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the rhetorical strategies Thomas Paine employs to achieve his purpose
V. Complete a tree map with the thesis, the main ideas you listed above, the rhetorical devices that pertain to each main idea, and a concluding statement. 
The Language of a Thesis: 

Utilizing _____________ and _________________, _____________ illustrates/conveys/ portrays/exposes/exhibits ____________________________________.

Through his employment of _______________ , _________________, and ______________, ______________ illuminates/illustrates/emphasizes/reveals_________

______________________________________.

_____________ conveys/illustrates/displays/showcases ________________ through the use of ______________ and ______________.

The Language of a Concluding Statement: 

_______________ reminds the reader ____________________________________.

After reading this passage, one can understand _________________________________.

Through his ___________________, ________________ communicates that we all ___________________________________________.

Please feel free to write an original thesis and concluding statement…these are just guides.
