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Creating a VoiceThread Book Talk and Commentary for Your Independent Reading Book

Here is the procedure to create the VoiceThread:

1. Please read and use the Booktalk tips below. Then, prepare a book talk script for your book.

2. Have someone take a photo of you holding a book in front of your face so that your face is blocked, then import the photo to your computer. (On a Mac, you can take your own photo in Photo Booth. Be sure to use Edit ( Flip Photo to have the text appear in the correct direction rather than mirrored.)

3. Go to http://voicethread.com.

4. Click Sign in or Register and sign in.

5. Click the Create tab at the top of the screen.

6. Click Upload -> My Computer, then browse to your photo holding the book and select it.

7. Click Comment. The image will display with a Comment option in the bottom center. Click the Comment option, then click Record to make a voice recording. Read your prepared script. (You need a mic on your computer to do this. If you don’t have a mic, you can use a computer at the library.)

8. When you are done recording, listen to your recording and save it if you are happy. If you aren’t, click Cancel and try again.

9. Flickr.com is a great site for finding Creative Commons images that you have  permission to use in a published work provided that you give credit. The New York Public Library collection offers many Public Domain images you can use without permission. VoiceThread offers a built-in option for searching both these sites for images, and it automatically inserts a link to the image source to serve as credit. To find images from these sources, click Upload -> Media Sources and choose Flickr or the New York Public Library. Import an image each that represents the setting or the imagery; the characterization or central conflict; and the theme or another issue or concept in your book. Then record a comment for the three images explaining how the images represent the setting/imagery, the characterization/conflict and the theme/issue/concept.

10. On the Edit screen, give your VoiceThread a name in the format: Title of Book Booktalk and Discussion. For example: “Pride and Prejudice Booktalk and Discussion.”

11. Now, you need to make your VoiceThread public. On the Edit screen, select Publishing Options at the bottom. Add checkmarks as shown here:
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12. Copy the Share link for your VoiceThread into your clipboard, then complete the form at http://bit.ly/voicethreadform to let Ms. Skalkottas know where to find your VoiceThread so it can be shared with the whole class.

Booktalk "Do's and Don'ts":

 

· Start by introducing yourself and say that you are a Mira Costa HS student.

· Clearly tell the book title and author. It's best to repeat this both at the beginning and the end. 

· Find a "hook" - a scene, event, or circumstance that will intrigue your readers, show them what's special about the book, and make them want to know more.

· It could be a question

· It could be the first line or paragraph of the book - if it's a grabber.

· Add a personal touch

· ...something to make the talk yours.

· also, let the readers know how the book relates to them

· Choose a voice

· You can comment on the book,

· or...You can become one of the characters (this works best if you like to act)

· Don't tell your readers that the book is a great book...

· Instead, demonstrate that it is by what you tell about it.

· Never, ever, ever give away the end of a fiction book....

· Make your audience want to read it to find out the end.

· Be well prepared.

· You don't need to memorize, but you have to sound natural. Don't sound like you are reading from a script. 

· Do prepare a script you will read. You won't be visible during the booktalk and it will be easier to remember exactly what you want to say if you are reading rather than memorizing. Go over the script enough times to make it sound as if you aren't reading.

· Keep it short. A few minutes is probably a good average length for a recorded book talk. 
In addition to creating your own book talk, you will need to view and record/type a response to at least two other students’ book talks to get full credit. 

Rubric and Deadlines:

Book Talk due by June 20th 

--hook

--title and author stated; introduced self 

--three images with comments on setting/atmosphere/imagery; characterization/conflict; theme/issue/concept

--Engaging commentary

--Natural style







_______/ 40 points
Comments on two other book talks due by June 23rd



_______/10 points








Total: __________ /50 points
**Note: As always, this assignment should be your own original work—no outside sources should be used, except for your independent reading book itself—in creating your book talk. Please turn in a hard copy of your book talk the day of the final. 

