English 3-4 CP/A: Controversial Issue Writing (Research Paper), 1984
Instructor: Ms. Skalkottas

Writing Situation: George Orwell’s novel 1984 is still revered and studied long after the year passed because the novel continues to haunt us about our own society and the ones that will follow. Today, we still struggle with many social problems: homelessness, bipartisan politics, poverty, violence, to name just a few. Most people have what they consider to be solutions to these social problems. Many of us feel strongly about what the “perfect world” would or should look like. What becomes a problem is that we do not all agree on these solutions. Additionally, what many of us do not consider is the price we might have to pay for this utopia.

Writing Instructions: Write a well-developed persuasive essay that explores a viable solution to a major social problem. First acknowledge the reasons why people would disagree with your solution. Then carefully refute these opposing viewpoints by arguing the validity of yours. 

This research paper must be typewritten following the MLA research paper format. The length will be between three and four pages. It will be worth 50 points and will be due on Friday June 18th (to class and to turnitin.com). You will have one class period to do research in the computer lab on June 8th.
Rubric

Organization:









_________/ 10

Do you state your argument clearly in the first paragraph?

Do you build an overall logical argument? 

Do you structure ideas in a sustained, consistent fashion?

Does each paragraph have a main idea which supports overall argument?
Specific rhetorical devices and appeals:






_________/ 10

Do you appeal to logic through reasoning? 

Do you appeal to emotion or ethical belief?

Research/Evidence:








_________/ 10

Is the research material varied, clearly understood and used strategically and contextually? 

Do you support your arguments with personal anecdotes and analogies?
Do you defend your position with precise and relevant evidence?

Counterarguments:








_________/ 10

Do you acknowledge and refute the opposition/ address counterclaims?

Mechanics and Style:








_________/ 10

Have you mastered basic MLA format?

Do you have in-text citations and a Works Cited page?

Have you proofread your paper? Is it free from errors in spelling, punctuation, mechanics and grammar?

Do you have an engaging, fluid writing style? Do you make reader feel like the issue is important?

