To Kill a Mockingbird – Socratic Seminar

Instructions: Think about the following topics and then write a response.  Make sure that you back up your responses with evidence from the text.  This means you need to have a page number, a quote, or a VERY specific reference to the novel.  You will also need to come up with a two questions of your own, so go back into your annotations and look at your notes to develop strong questions.  

1. How do Scout and Jem change throughout the course of the novel?  What comment is Harper Lee making about the nature of growing up?

2. How is the theme “the coexistence of good and evil” revealed in the novel?  Why does Harper Lee develop this theme?  How does it affect the characters’ development?

3. Why is Atticus a good father?  How is he different from the majority of Maycomb’s population?  What theme(s) does Atticus connect to and how?

4. How do Scout and Jem receive a moral education?  How is their education different from the rest of their society’s?

5. Is growing up painful?  How do the characters in the novel reflect this question?

6. How is innocence lost?  Is it necessarily a negative thing?

7. Who are the mockingbirds?  How do they fulfill this role?

8. Why does Mayella accuse Tom of rape?  What are the motivations for her actions?
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