The KEYS To Unlocking Poetry
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1.
Scan the poem for unfamiliar words. WRITE them down and define them using the dictionary and the context in the poem.

2.
Read the poem the same way you would read prose, in sentences.  PAY ATTENTION TO THE PUNCTUATION.

3.
Reread the poem.  WRITE repeated lines, phrases, words.

4.
Reread the poem.  LIST adjectives, verbs, nouns.  Head these lists with what they seem to have in common.  (Are the adjectives:  bright, gloomy, sense-related, etc.)

5.
Reread the poem.  LOOK for contrasts.  What unusual groupings or comparisons has the poet made?

6.
WRITE down the speaker.  Is it the poet, a character in the poem observing?  A character in the poem doing something?

7.
WRITE a paraphrase of what actually happens.

8.
WRITE the title.  WRITE down key word(s) from the title.  What does the title focus you on in the poem?

9.
WRITE what symbolically happens in the poem.  What might the actual events of the poem represent about life or man?

10.
WRITE what larger subject the poem might be about.  What attitude is expressed by the poet about this subject?  LIST words from the poem that lead you to believe that idea.

11.
WRITE the central idea, the theme, of the poem.

