Creating your own Research Question/Advocacy Statement!

Read the directions in the “Steps” column, and record your information in the “My Paper” column.
	
	Steps
	My Paper

	“There outta be a law!”
	1. Things I care about…
List 5 things you want the government to address: 
1. Freedom of Speech
2. Education

3. Taxes
4 High Crime rates
5. Obscenity on television

	1. Things I care about…
List 5 things you want the government to address:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.

5.



	“But there are just so many choices!” 

	2. Finding a main topic. 
a. Then pick the one issue you care about the most. 
i.e. I really care about: ____High Crime Rates _________
b. Second, brainstorm issues associated with that topic.
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	2. Finding a main topic. 
a. I really care about: _________________________________
__________________________________________________.
b. Brainstorm (make as many bubbles as you need)

	“Hmmm… I am really interested in…”
	3. Brainstorm a sub-topic to investigate
a. Pick one sub-topic that sparks your interest.

b. Brainstorm that sub-topic further.

[image: image2]
	3. Brainstorm a sub-topic to investigate. 
a. Pick one sub-topic that sparks your interest.

b. Brainstorm that sub-topic further. (make as many bubbles as you need)


	The question is…
	4. Use this second brainstorm to help support and turn your sub-topic into a question:

i.e. What can be done to work with juveniles after they have been jailed?
This is your research question.  
	4. Use this second brainstorm to help support and turn your sub-topic into a question:

This is your research question.  

	My answer is…
	5. Now, answer your question: (be sure your statement prescribes a government action)
i.e. The government should focus on helping juveniles after they are released from jail.
This is your advocacy statement.
	5. Now, answer your question: (be sure your statement prescribes a government action)

This is your advocacy statement.


	
	Steps
	My Paper

	
Drumroll, please!
	6. Okay hot shot, now let’s see if it meets the test…

Ask yourself these questions:

a. Is the topic as narrow as it's going to be? If not, how will you narrow it down further?
b. What will be your general line of argument?
What kinds of sources will you use?
c. What examples/evidence will you use to prove your statement?


	6. The Test…

a.

b.

c.


	“Uh… I still don’t get it.”
	7.  If it doesn’t pass the test, think about these issues:

a. Your topic may be too specific.

b. Your topic may be too recent.

c. Your topic may be too broad

d. Your topic may be non-controversial

Once you have solved these issues, go back and rework your research question and advocacy statement.

	7.  Is my research statement: (check all that apply)

· too specific.

· too recent.

· too broad

· non-controversial

Now go back and rework your research question and advocacy statement until it makes your friends jealous!


	You rock!  Now go write !
	8. The Final Step: Approval from the teacher.

Make sure you get final approval from Mr. Bartz on your topic.  Remember, only TWO people from each class may pick the same research topic.  

RESEARCH QUESTIONS/ADVOCACY STATEMENTS

ARE DUE 
THURSDAY, DEC. 3!
	8. The Final Step: Approval from the teacher.

Mr. Bartz needs to approve my research question and advocacy statement.

My Final Research Question:

My Final Advocacy Statement:


                       STAMP OF APPROVAL! (from Mr. Bartz)

                       (A Stamped Worksheet is worth 10 points)
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