Unit 4: The Executive Branch
CIVICS

Unit Standards:
12.4 Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution. 

4. Discuss Article II of the Constitution as it relates to the executive branch, including eligibility for office and length of term, election to and removal from office, the oath of office, and the enumerated executive powers. 

Essential Questions: 

1. What are the formal and informal qualifications necessary to become President?
2. How is a President elected into office and how can they be removed?

3. What are the enumerated powers of the Executive Branch of government?

Textbook Reading:
Ch. 13.1: The President’s Job Description

Ch. 13.2 Congressional Succession and the Vice President

Ch. 13.5: The Election

Ch. 14.1 The Growth of Presidential Power

Ch. 15.5 The Civil Service

Essential Vocabulary Terms: 
1. Executive power: The power to execute, enforce and administer law
2. Electoral College: Group of persons chosen in each State every four years who make a formal selection of the President and Vice President.

3. Electorate: All of the people entitled to vote in a given election.

4. Oath of Office: Oath taken by the President on the day he takes office, pledging to “faithfully execute” the office and “preserve, protect and defend” the Constitution.

5. The Civil Service: The civilian employees who perform the administrative work of the government.

