ROMEO AND JULIET

ACT V NOTES & STUDY QUESTIONS
	TIME CHART

Most people who have never read Romeo and Juliet do not realize that not even a week passes from when the two young lovers meet, woo, wed, and die. List the events that occur on each day as review.

	DAY
	EVENTS

	Sunday
	

	Monday
	

	Tuesday
	

	Wednesday
	

	Thursday
	


ACT V, SCENE i 

1. What premonition does Romeo have at the beginning of this scene?

2. What has gone wrong with Friar Laurence's plan?

3. In line 24, Romeo says, "Then I defy you, stars!"  Why is this a brazen thing to say?

4. What does Romeo decide to do after he hears Balthasar's story, and what does this decision suggest about his mood?
5. What kind of place is the apothecary's shop?

ACT V, SCENE ii 

1. What story does Friar John tell Friar Laurence about delivering the letter to Romeo?

ACT V, SCENE iii

1. What excuse does Romeo give Balthasar for his wanting to enter Juliet's tomb?
2. In lines 88-120, Romeo delivers a soliloquy about death.  Read it and answer the questions that follow.
a. What does Romeo say about Juliet's appearance?
b. Why does he say he will "shake the yoke of inauspicious stars" in line 111? 
c. How does Romeo’s comparison with a boat in lines 117-118 compare to two earlier comments:  in Act I, "But he that hath the steerage of my course/Direct my sail", and in Act II, ii, 82-84,  "I am no pilot; yet, wert thou as far/As that vast shore washed with the farthest sea,/I should adventure for such merchandise"? (DO NOT say they all have to do with boats or I will not stamp your work no matter how great your other answers are)

d. Compare this scene with the beginning of Act III, scene v, in time of day, mood, and purpose.
e. Why does Romeo call death "amorous" in line 103?
3. Line 171 states, "This is the place; there, where the torch doth burn."  Why is this ironic?

4. What other ironies appear in this scene? (notice ironies is plural)

5. If you were Friar Laurence, how would you justify your actions?
6. Escalus states in lines 292-295, "See, what a scourge is laid upon your hate, That Heaven finds means to kill your joys with love.And I for winking at your discords too Have lost a brace of kinsmen.  All are punished." Why are his words significant?

