All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

Writing Task: “Ducking”

The Context:

At the beginning of chapter seven, after Paul and the Second Company have returned from the front lines with only thirty-two of 150 men, Paul tries to explain how he and his comrades manage the trauma of the war. Paul notes that when they are behind the lines, the soldiers focus on “good food and rest” (138). Paul explains that he and his comrades don’t forget their experiences in the trenches; instead they deliberately don’t remember. Paul tells the reader that “terror can be endured so long as a man simply ducks;—but it kills, if a man thinks about it” (138). 

Paul often “ducks” in this text to avoid confronting emotions or facts that are too terrible for him to think about.

The Assignment:
1. Find at least three pieces of evidence (passages) where Paul is ducking.

2. Copy the passage out. 

3. Describe the context.

4. Then explain how you—as the reader—know that he is “ducking.” 
You may need to discuss 

the diction Paul uses (the words he chooses), 

the syntax of his utterances (the structure of the sentence), 

or perhaps the abrupt shifts in topic (which suggest that Paul is being an unreliable narrator). 

If you are in AVID, I would set this work up as Cornell notes—just plunk the passage on the left-hand side.

