Assignment Guide Unit 3
The Great Depression and Totalitarianism
Readings:

McKay, John P., Bennett D. Hill, John Buckler, and Patricia Buckley Ebrey.  A History of World Societies.  5th Edition.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2000.   Chapters 30-31.
Paxton, Robert O.  Europe in the Twentieth Century  (2nd Edition),  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich:  Orlando FL, 1985. Chapters 7-10, 12,  and pp. 340-348.
Kirkendall,  Richard S., ed.  The New Deal:  The Historical Debate. New York:  John Wiley and Sons, 1973.  Introduction, pp. 37-46 and 122-150.
Monday, 11/14  Peoples Century Video:  Sporting Fever
Tuesday, 11/15  Art Responses to War 

Wednesday, 11/16  Art Responses to War 

Thursday, 11/17 DQs for McKay, ch. 30  
1. Discuss the ways in which World War I altered the relations between Asia and Europe.

2. Analyze the policies of the Young Turks and their consequences in the Arab world.

3. Describe the British role in the rise of Arab nationalism.

4. Assess the reform program of Reza Shah Pahlavi.

5. To what extent did the Palestinian question spoil relations between Arabs and the West?

6. Evaluate the campaign of Mahatma Gandhi in obtaining Indian independence.

7. Account for the initial unity of the Goumindang and Communists in China.

8. Discuss the consequences of World War I on the development of Japan.

9. Account for the growth of militarism in Japan after World War I.

10. Compare and contrast nationalist movements in Vietnam, Indonesia, and the Philippines.

Friday, 11/18  People’s Century:  Great Escape
Monday, 11/21  DQs for McKay ch. 31.
11. Define logical empiricism.

12. Discuss existentialism.

13. Analyze Graham Greene’s statement:  “One began to believe in heaven because one believed in hell.”

14. Briefly identify the theory of relativity.

15. Explain the cause of neurosis in Freudian psychology.

16. Discuss the thesis of Oswald Spengler’s The Decline of the West? 

17. Examine the persistent theme of Franz Kafka’s works.

18. Discuss the nature of “Big Brother” in Orwell’s 1984.
19. To what extent did Walter Gropius’ Bauhaus movement blur the distinction between art and artisanry?

20. Examine the quest of post-impressionism.

21. Compare and contrast the role of radio in Europe and the US at its inception.

22. Evaluate the success of the Dawes Plan.

23. Assess the global financial policies of the U.S. government at the onset of the Great Depression in 1929.

24. Discuss New Deal programs to restore the agriculture economy.

25. Assess FDR’s programs for labor.

26. Discuss the component elements of Scandinavia’s “middle way” economic response to the Great Depression.

Tuesday, 11/22  DQs for Paxton, ch. 8. 
27. Analyze the significance of the Rapallo Treaty for the post-war system established by Versailles.
28. Explain the difficulties created by the US’s adamant refusal to waive any part of the war debts.
29. Assess Poincaré’s decision to occupy the Rhine.

30. Explain the significance of the electoral shifts in Britain and France in 1923-1924.

31. Discuss the significance of the contents of Gustav Stresseman’s private papers that were discovered after World War II.

32. Explain and assess the Dawes Plan of 1924.

33. Discuss the weaknesses of the Locarno agreement signed on 10/16/1925.

34. Examine the failure of the World Disarmament Conference.

35. Account for the rise of jingoism in the decade after World War I.

36. Explain the altered orientation of the Comintern that occurred over the decade of the 1920s.

Monday, 11/28  The 1920s in Europe:  DQs for Paxton, ch. 9.  (Draft of Extended Essay due – recommended)
37. Discuss the features of the Weimar Constitution.
38. Account for the decline of the Liberal Party in post-war Britain.

39. Explain the demise of the first Labour government in Britain (1924).

40. Outline the program of the French Radical Party.

41. In what sense was the German “revolution” of 1919 not a revolution at all?

42. Explain the weakness of the “Weimar Coalition.”

43. Analyze the role played by the German National People’s party (DNVP) in Weimar politics.

44. Examine the character of the army that emerged in Weimar Germany.

45. Discuss the effects of hyperinflation on German economy and society.

46. Explain the complex configuration of ethnic politics in Yugoslavia.

47. Discuss the challenges facing the Polish government’s efforts to integrate its economy.

48. Account for the unique success of Czechoslovakia in Eastern Europe in upholding a liberal political and economic order.

49. Outline the component elements of the New Economic Policy adopted by Lenin in March 1921.

50. Examine Nikolai Bukharin’s program for Russian Industrialization.

51. Explain the significance of the increased power of the Politburo in the Soviet Union.

Tuesday, 11/29  People’s Century:  Breadline
Wednesday, 11/30  Assessing the New Deal, DQs for Kirkendall, Introduction, 37-47, and 122-150.

52. Explain Clarke Chamber’s contributions to understanding of the New Deal.

53. Examine the realms of state intervention in the economy that Louis Hacker claims constituted a true revolution during the New Deal.

54. Identify the key function of the Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation and the Home Owners’ Loan Corporation.

55. How did deficit financing contribute to the expansion of business credit?

56. Discuss the concept of an agricultural “parity price.”

57. Paraphrase Arthur Burns’ critique of the tax regime implemented during the New Deal.

58. Examine Barton Bernstein’s concept of the “broker state.”

59. Identify the corporations that endorsed a two-year extension of the NRA in 1935 and discuss the significance of their endorsement from the perspective of Bernstein.
Thursday, 12/1  People’s Century:  Master Race
Friday,  12/2  Discussion:  The Nature of Fascism
Monday, 12/5 DQs for Paxton, ch. 7.
60. Identify the four component elements of fascism.

61. Discuss the political theory of syndicalism.

62. Examine the components of the fascist program drafted in 1919.

63. Explain the significance of the social unrest in Italy on the development of the Fascist party.

64. Discuss the failure of Hitler’s Munich “Beer Hall Putsch” in 1923.

65. Identify the composition of Gyula Gömbös’ Hungarian Party of Racial Defense.

66. Account for the attraction of fascism to the middle class.

67. Define the composition of the lower middle class.

68. Account for the decline of political liberalism as an intellectual movement in the aftermath of World War I.

Tuesday, 12/6  DQs for Paxton, ch. 10.
69. Compare and contrast the varieties of media control that developed in relation to broadcast radio. 

70. Analyse the trends in European newspaper ownership.

71. Examine the role of organized recreation in totalitarian societies.

72. Consider the ways in which trends in mass culture contributed to nationalist sentiments.

73. Explain Sigmund Freud’s cultural pessimism.

74. Explain the social class composition of European university students.

75. Identify the areas of study with which Max Weber sought to supplement Marx’s economic causation theory.

76. Compare and contrast Hitler and Stalin’s views on the arts.

Wednesday, 12/7 DQs for Paxton, ch. 12 and pp. 340-342.
77. Identify the groups who supported Hitler.

78. To what extent was big business responsible for the rise of Hitler?

79. Analyze the coalition the Heinrich Brüning attempted to create after the elections of 9/14/30.

80. Assess Baron Franz von Papen’s contributions to the success of the Nazi Party in the 7/31/32 elections.

81. Analyze Kurt von Schleicher’s strategy for undermining Hitler’s movement.
82. Why did the conservative Hindenburg agree to allow Hitler to assume the chancellorship?
83. Discuss the circumstances under which the Enabling Act was passed and explain its significance.
84. Examine the process of Gleichschaltung.
85. Explain why Eastern European states looked increasingly to Germany and Italy for assistance in the course of the 1930s.
86. Account for the electoral failure of fascism in France.
87. Examine the evidence cited for the German economic miracle under Hitler.
88. Analyse the elements of economic policy that led to the success of Hitler’s early program.
89. Examine the evidence that indicates the conservative character of Mussolini’s fascism.
90. Analyze the methods used by Stalin in implementing the First Fiver Year Plan in 1928.
91. Identify the measures of Soviet industrial success in the 1930s.

Thursday, 12/8 Essay Exchange

Friday, 12/9  Essay Exam 
Two of the following six questions will be selected for your response.  You will choose ONE of the two on the day of the exam.  [NB:  All P3 references refer to the region of the Americas.]
1. To what extent was the Wall Street Crash a cause of the Great Depression of 1929?  Support your argument with specific examples from one country of the region.  [P3/07/Q12]

2. In what ways, and with what success, did the government of one country in the region try to solve the problems of the Great Depression? [P3/09/Q13]

3. What were the main features of the Weimar constitution and to what extent was it democratic?  [P2/10/Q12]

4. Discuss (a) the ideology of, and (b) the support for, one right-wing ruler of a single-party state.  [P2/10/Q14]

5. In what ways, and to what extent, was propaganda important in the rise and rule of Hitler?  [P2/10/Q18]

6. Why was there opposition to the New Deal policies of Franklin D. Roosevelt? [P3/10/Q14]
7. “The Weimar Republic was doomed from the moment it was created.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement? [P2/11/Q8]

8. “Franklin D. Roosevelt’s greatest achievement was to make a more financially secure United States.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement? [P3/11/Q13]
Friday, 12/16 Internal Assessments are due by midnight.  They must be submitted to the following email account:  smyovich@pylusd.org.   They must also be submitted to turnitin.com.  In order to submit, you must register for the course.  When you go to turnitin.com, you will find my course under the course title of HOTA 2012 and my name.  In order to enroll you will need the enrollment password (vhstigers) and the course ID number (4553059).  The assignment you will submit will, obviously, be the Internal Assessment.  Let me know if you have any problems with this.  
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