American Literature Paper Prompt For Juniors
· Pick ONE of the following prompts to respond to in a 5-paragraph essay.
· Each prompt has prewriting tasks.  For all of the prompts a 1-2 page free-write of some of your initial ideas is required, certain thinking map(s) in each prompt must be done, and a rough draft for any prompt must be done and edited before you write the final draft.
· All final drafts must follow MLA manuscript form: typed, 12-point font, Times New Roman font style, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, and a heading in the top left-hand corner with your name, Mr. Hiett, English 11 Period __, and the date.
· For all analytical papers (#1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8) about a text you must cite passages from the text and analyze them.  Put the page number in parenthesis.
· All analytical papers must be 5 paragraphs in length and you must have a thesis (an argument about the theme of the text or an insight into how the devices you’re analyzing function) at the end of your first paragraph, a topic sentence at the top of each body paragraph, and a transition at the end of each body paragraph.   
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For any of these essays you may want to consider the biography of the author, the Enlightenment and/or Romanticism 
· Consult the “Suggestions your Improving Your Writing” for all writing criteria that you must abide by and for all feedback I will provide. 
· Note that #3, #6 and #9 are all creative rather than analytical in style, but don’t assume that they are easier.  You must create a creative, clever response to each of these to do well.
· The Rubric for the paper applies to all of the analytical papers, but #3, #6, and #9 will be graded differently.  The emphasis with them will be the creativity and cleverness of the response.
Prompts 
1. Analyze Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography excerpt.  You may consider the following questions: Do you think Franklin is arrogant to believe he can arrive at perfection?  What does his list of virtues and his work ethic say about him and about the American notion of being self-made?  Make a circle map of Franklin, citing and analyzing details of his character.
2. Compare and contrast Benjamin Franklin’s excerpt with Jonathan Edward’s sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (read pages 44-48).  Be sure to consider each man’s goals in life and the philosophy behind those goals.  Are they alike in any way?  Utilize a double-bubble map to organize your thoughts.
3. Write your own brief autobiography, create your own list of virtues to achieve some type of “perfection,” and explain how you will rationally achieve such a feat.  Create a tree map to list out your virtues for prewriting and make your writing aphoristic, witty, and clever.
4. Compare and contrast Patrick Henry’s speech with Jonathan Edward’s sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (read pages 44-48).  Consider the specific ways in which the speech and sermon are alike and the ways they are different.  You may consider and analyze: the speaker’s purpose and audience, the main idea, the appeals to logic/reason and emotion, the use of metaphors, the use of rhetorical questions, and the overall effectiveness of the speech.  For this prompt make a tree map to organize your thoughts on each speech.
5. Write an essay about The Declaration of Independence and its affective use of language such as: repetition, cadence, parallelism, vocabulary, and sentence variety; and its persuasive argument.  Focus on the first 2 sentences of The Declaration, but also consider the entire document.  Make a flee map to organize your main points.  
6. Write your own declaration of independence.  Using Jefferson’s style (repetition, cadence, parallelism, vocabulary, sentence variety) declare independence from someone/something and justify your separation from him/her/it.  Use a flee map to organize your points.
7. Analyze Emerson’s philosophical beliefs about either nature or self-reliance.  Tell in your own words what the philosophy is.  Make an assertion about the belief and provide analysis to explain and support your assertions.  Use a flee map to organize your essay.
8. Analyze Thoreau’s “Resistance to Civil Government” with an emphasis on his use of paradox.  What tone and effect does his essay have?  You may want to utilize the companion pieces by Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. on pages 219-222.  Use a flee map to organize your main points.
9. What issue is important in your school, community, state, or country today?  Select an issue you feel strongly about and write an essay using “Resistance to Civil Government” as your model.  Argue for or against a particular solution to the issue.  Be aware of the kinds of appeals you are using: emotional appeals can be powerful, but logical ones will provide stronger support.  Use a flee map to organize your thoughts.     

Due Dates

Free-write Due ________________________________________________________

Thinking Map(s) Due ___________________________________________________

Rough Draft ___________________________________________________________

Final Draft ____________________________________________________________
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