Advanced Placement United States History
Teacher: Jeff Hromadka

Course Texts and Readings

1) Kennedy, David M. The American Pageant0 13th Edition. (Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 2006)

2) Belohlavek, John. Document Based Questions Practice to Accompany “The American Pageant” (Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 2006)

3) Epstein, Mark. Fast Track to a 5- Preparing for the AP United States History Examination. (Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 2006)


Welcome to AP US History!  During this school year, much will be expected of you in this college level survey.  You will be expected to read the textbook, as well as, additional primary and secondary materials.  You will learn to analyze, read conclusions, and support those conclusions based on events in US History.  You will be expected to do more than memorize names, dates, and facts.  You will use factual information to construct a meaningful “larger” picture.  This course will follow a chronological path but topics will bridge will bridge and overlap other periods for their political, economical, and social perspectives.  You will look at trends and cycles over time and see how they relate to today.  This course is meant to challenge your thinking about the history of this nation.


Due to the specific nature of Advanced Placement classes, students need to be aware of specific commitments required.  After reading the following expectations and responsibilities, your signature indicates agreement to these requirements.  Your parent or guardian must sign also, indicating his/her understanding and support of the requirements of APUSH, including time commitment for the course and preparation to take the AP exam.

Course Content:  APUSH surveys the period beginning with the first European settlement of the New World and ending with international and domestic affairs in the post-1945 period to the present.  The course is designed to provide a comprehensive overview of US History and to provide students with analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with problems and challenges in US History.  Students learn to assess historical materials- their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance- and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presents in historical scholarship.  The APUSH course develops the skills necessary to reach conclusions on the basis of informed judgment, and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay form.  This is a class designed to help students think and create their own informed opinions! WAKE UP AND LIVE!

In addition, the goal is for students to be prepared to take the national AP Examination administered in May.  Students successfully completing and passing this exam may receive college credit in many universities, as well as, improving their college resume by proving they can perform college level work.  Preparation for this exam, as well as, course requirements will include striking a balance between learning factual information and increasing critical thinking skills of analysis, interpretation, synthesis, and evaluation.`
Homework:  APUSH is a demanding course requiring daily homework.  Students planning on earning an “A’ or “B” will discover that 5-10 hours of reading, homework, and studying is expected and necessary.  (The more effort you put into the class the better you will do.)  Those who are counting on doing little work outside of this class will most likely not pass this class.

Policy: Chapter Insights are the standard assignment with one chapter assigned each week.  The students are expected to read and analyze most of the chapter, and answer the accompanying questions.  Work is expected to be turned in on time.  Late work is minus 1 grade everyday late.  Work is quickly corrected by me, and reviewed in class as a basis of our class discussions.  Students can improve their original assignment grade one grade by correcting incorrect answers while class reviews answers to the insights and adding additional information from class discussions.  Students who never turned in the assignment can still write down answers reviewed in class for a partial grade  for 50% of the original credit.  (Beware of this stipulation that allows a student to turn in late work.  Some students feel they can turn in all their work this way, which they could, but the student is earning an F- on every assignment.  This is meant to help students earn some credit and rather than a zero if something prevented them from being able to complete an assignment, and ensure the students can be engaged and learning while in the classroom, even though they were not fully prepared.)

Quizzes and Tests: Quizzes are given in a variety of ways.  Quizzes can be open note based on insights, closed note, individual, or taken as a group.  The students are expected to be prepared for each quiz, which are given once or twice a week.  Quizzes cannot be made up!  If you miss a quiz, your next test grade will count for the missing test grade.  Quizzes are easier than tests, so make a point of not being absent.  Tests are given at the end of each unit and are always closed note and taken individually.  If you are absent the day of the test, the student must come up to me and ask to take the exam.  Everyday the student puts off making up the exam results in the test grade going down 1 grade everyday the make is postponed.
Participation;  ALL STUDENTS WILL PARTICPATE IN CLASS.  Don’t worry; you will be called on at any moment, everyday!  
Therefore, participation is a large part of your grade.  I make a note of how many correct answers a student gives, how many wrong answers, and voluntary answers (which I do not penalize if you give a wrong answer.)  Also, students will be in small groups and will often times be able to discuss what the answer is with their group before I randomly select a student to provide the answer.
Essays- Students will write extensively in class.  There is a certain way to write for a history class and I will review every step of the writing process throughout the class.

Cheating- DO NOT DO IT!!!  If a student is caught cheating they will receive a zero on the assignment, minus the value of the assignment, and ZERO participation points on the next report card.  You grade will be severely impacted if you are caught cheating.  Second offense is a meeting with the principal and possible expulsion from the class with a failing grade.


Grades



A= 100-90%                                          Tests- 40%


B= 89-80%                                             Quizzes- 15%


C= 79-70%                                            CW/HW/Short Answer- 15%


D= 69-60%



   Essays/Debates- 15%


F= 59% and below                                 Participation- 15%
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Student Signature                                                          Parent Signature

_____________________________                             ____________________________

Student name printed




  Parent name printed/ phone number
