Unit 7: Political Behavior
Directions; Write the answers on a separate piece of paper and staple your answers to this paper BEFORE turning it in.
Chapter 5: Political Parties

Section 1: Parties and What They Do
1. What is a political party?

2. Identify three functions of political parties?

Section 2: The Two-Party System
3. Why does the United States have a two-party system?
4. How do multiparty and one-party systems function and what are their influences on government?
5. What membership characteristics do American parties have?

Section 3: The Two-Party System in American History
6. Identify and describe the three major periods of single-party domination and describe the current era of divided government? 
Section 4: The Minor Parties
7. What types of minor parties have been active in American politics?

8. Why are minor parties important even though they seldom elect national candidates?

Chapter 6: Voter Behavior

Section 1: The Right to Vote
9. How have voting rights changed over time in the United States?

10. What constitutional restrictions exist on the States’ power to set voting qualifications?
11.  Suppose that you are a young adult testifying before Congress in favor of granting the vote to 18-year-olds. What arguments would you present in order to make your case?  

Section 2: Voter Qualifications 
12. What are the universal requirements for voting in the United States?
13. What other requirements have States used or still use as voter qualifications?
14. What is the Motor Voter Law? What is its purpose?

Section 4: Voter Behavior
15. What is the nonvoting problem and what is its scope?

16. Why do people not vote?

17. How can we compare the voting behavior of voters and nonvoters?

18. What are the sociological and psychological factors that affect voting?

Chapter 8: Mass Media and Public Opinion

Section 1:  The Formation of Public Opinion
19. What is public opinion and why is it so difficult to define?

20. How do family and education shape public opinion?

21. What additional factors shape public opinion?

Section 2: Measuring Public Opinion
22. What are the challenges involved in measuring public opinion?
23. Why are opinion polls the best measure of public opinion?
24. What are the five steps in the polling process?
25. What are the challenges of evaluating polls?
26. What are the limits on the impact of public opinion in a democracy?
Section 3: The Mass Media
27. How does the mass media fulfill its role to provide the public with political information?
28. How does the mass media influence politics?
29. What are the factors that limit the influence of the media?
Chapter 9:  Interest Groups
Section 1: The Nature of Interest Groups
30. What role do interest groups have in influencing public policy?
31. How can we compare and contrast political parties and interest groups?
32. Why do people see interest groups as both good and bad for American politics?

Section 2: Types of Interest Groups
33. How has the American tradition of joining organizations resulted in a wide range of interest groups?

34. What are the four categories of groups based on economic interests?

35. What are the reasons other interest groups have formed?

36. What is the purpose of public-interest groups?

Section 3: Interest Groups at Work
37. What are interest groups’ three major goals in influencing public opinion?
38. How do interest groups use propaganda to persuade people to their point of view?
39. How do interest groups try to influence political parties and elections?
40. How does lobbying bring group pressures to bear on the process of making public policy?

