Essay Test- Mythology
Study Guide
1. Several of the myths explain something in nature. Choose one of these myths. Summarize it,
and tell what natural event is being explained.
2. Discuss the changes in the persona of Zeus over the course of the myths.
3. What influence did the religion of Dionysus have on later religions?
4. Compare and contrast the gods of the Greek/Roman myths with those of the Norse myths.
5. Compare and contrast the creation myths of the Greek/Roman and Norsemen.
6. Describe Hamilton’s writing style. How does it influence your understanding of the various
myths?
7. Discuss the role of women in the myths.
8. Hamilton says that the two main characteristics of the Norsemen were heroism and common
sense. Do you agree or disagree? Cite examples from the reading to support your answer.
9. What did the Greek and Trojan responses to the kidnapping of Helen tell you about the two
societies?
10. Why do you think the Greek/Roman and the Norse views of the afterlife were so different?
11. What were the original writers of the myths (not Hamilton) trying to show by having Zeus
fall in love with so many mortal women?
12. What do the myths show us about the human race of long ago?
13. How did the persona of Zeus change over the course of the myths?
14. Why were Aphrodite, Hera, and Pallas Athena willing to accept the judgment of a mortal man, Paris? (Chapter 13)
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