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Dialectical Journal

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men
	Objective: SWBAT explain how John Steibeck’s use of symbolism and imagery reveal his overall message (theme) through the use of a Dialectical Journal. 


	Bank #1: Topics for discussing theme:

· Friendship
· Power
· Loneliness
· Loyalty and Sacrifice
· Dreams
	Bank #2: Literary devices that reveal theme:

· Symbolism: objects, settings, characters, actions
· Imagery
Focus: How does the author’s use of these devices help the reader understand his message/ theme?

	Quote (page number)
After George starts to narrate why their friendship is different in response to Lennie’s request,  Lennie interrupts him and exclaims, “ ‘But not us! An’ why? Because…because I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s why’ ” (14).
	Quote 1: Explanation (Student response)
As the reader is exposed to the interactions of George and Lennie, the dynamics of their relationship become more clear. In this example, Steinbeck explores the idea of friendship through the characters of George and Lennie to demonstrate his belief that in times of struggle, such as during the Great Depression, it is easier and more tolerable to share your experiences with a companion.


	Quote (page number)

When Lennie did not answer Curley, the bosses son, Curley asserts his authority and by staring at Lennie and ordering, “ ‘Well, nex’ time you answer when you’re spoke to.’ He turned toward the door and walked out, and his elbows were still bent out a little” (26).
	Quote 2: Student response

Steinbeck uses Curley’s character to symbolize the aggressive and even violent nature of oppressive bosses which were common in many physical labor jobs during the Great Depression. Curley’s character takes advantage of any opportunity to affirm his power and authority over the others, revealing Steinbeck’s message that power in the wrong hands leads to corruption and oppression.


	Quote (page number)

Crooks, the stable buck, explains his view of companionship when claims, “A guy needs somebody – to be near him.’ He whined, ‘ A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody. Don’t make no difference who the guy is, long’s he’s with you. I tell ya,’ he cried, ‘I tell ya, a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick’ ” (72-73).
	Quote 3: Student response

As a result of feeling confined in society, Crooks expresses his longing for companionship. Steinbeck explores the idea of loneliness through the symbolic character of Crooks showing that loneliness or isolation leads to the deterioration of the individual and ultimately society.

	Quote (page number)

After Lennie causes George a considerable amount of trouble, George explains to Lennie, “ ‘…if I was alone I could live so easy. I could go get a job an’ work, an’ no trouble. No mess at all, and when the end of the month come I could take my fifty bucks and go into town and get whatever I want’ ” revealing George’s desire to be free of his obligation to his friend (11). 
	Quote 4: Student response
Throughout the beginning of the book, Lennie continuously is an inconvenience and a source of trouble for George. George sacrifices his lifestyle to care for Lennie which proves his loyalty and reveals the quality of his character. Steinbeck shows that, with any companionship, there needs to be some measure of sacrifice and loyalty.

	Quote (page number)

After Lennie begs George to recite their dream, George begins by saying, “ ‘O.K. Someday – we’re gonna get the jack together and we’re gonna have a little house and a couple of acres an’ a cow and some pigs and –‘” , but shortly after, Lennie interrupts and adds that they will live off of the fat of the land and he can tend the rabbits (14).
(Note: quote does not have to come from dialogue; it can also be an action, event, setting, description, or any other narrative.)
	Quote 5: Student response

Considering that both of the main characters share the same motivation, George and Lennie’s dream is essentially what drives the plot of the novel. Through their actions, the reader can interpret Steinbeck’s belief that everyone needs a dream to bring hope and meaning to our purpose in life. 




Scaffolded Use of a Dialectical Journal

	Sentence Frames (optional)

	Paragraph 1: “Direct quote”

After/When   ___(name)​​​___ does/action verb    ____(situation)____, he/she     does/explains/says/thinks/feels “_________________________________
_________________________________.”
	Paragraph 1: Student response
In this example, Steinbeck uses/employs _( character/action/setting/imagery) to     convey/show/explain/state/demonstrate __(message)__________________________
_____________________________________.

	Paragraph 2: “Action”

“__________________________________

__________________________________”

is an important point/event that (character)  makes/does/performs after/while/during ___(event)_____.


	Paragraph 2: Student response

Steinbeck uses Name/Setting/Action/Imagery to symbolize _______ which conveys his belief that

_____________________________________

_____________________________________.



	Paragraphs 3 & 4: “Dialogue”

While __(name)​​__ talks to/speaks with _(character)__ about_______, he/she explains/says   that/how 
“_________________________________

_________________________________.”
	Paragraphs 3 & 4: Student response

This further    shows/proves/reinforces/supports Steinbeck’s     message/idea/belief        that ___________________________________

___________________________________.



	Paragraph 5: “Direct quote”

When (character) states that “__________
__________________________________

_____,” he/she is proving/ showing__________________.
	Paragraph 5: Student response

Through the use of character/action/setting/imagery, Steinbeck makes it clear that__________________

______________________________________

___________________________________.

	Paragraphs 6 & 7: “Direct quote”

​_(Character’s)_ views about ______ is clearly conveyed when    he/she says/state/claims “___________________
_________________________________

_________________________________.”
	Paragraphs 6 & 7: Student response

When ____ says/does this, he/she is 

__________________________. Steinbeck’s use of character/action/setting/imagery symbolizes his view/idea/belief   that _______
 ____________________________________.
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