U.S. History Final Exam

Study Guide

1920’s – Chapters 12 and 13
There was a great deal of tension in 1920’s society.  You need to know the different sources of this tension.  (economic problems following WWI; political scandals; the red scare; anti-immigration sentiment; racial intolerance; science vs. religion debate)

And how did this tension affect America?

      *Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:


The Teapot Dome Scandal


Palmer Raids

The National Origins Act

Sacco and Vanzetti Trial

KKK

Marcus Garvey and Black Pride

The Scopes Trial

This was also known as the “Roaring Twenties”.  You should understand aspects of the decade that made it “roar”. And why.

      *Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:


Conservative policies of Harding and Coolidge like “laissez-faire” and “trickle-


down economics”


Newly available methods of transportation


Prohibition and its affect on our culture


Changing role of women (suffrage, flappers, working more)


Sports craze


Harlem Renaissance

1930’s – Chapters 14 and 15

The 30’s were in great contrast to the 20’s.  Hard times hit America and affected everyone. You should know the causes of the Great Depression, its effects, and how FDR dealt with it (recovery).

      *Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:


Dust Bowl, stock speculation, bank failures, etc.


The New Deal

Civilian Conservation Corps


Some agencies created to protect us from this ever happening again

1940’s – Chapters 16 – 18

The 40’s were a hotbed of conflict from beginning to end.  We endured a second world war and began an uncertain era of nuclear threat.  Understand the reasons we entered WWII, the major elements of the war, the homefront, and its glorious yet tragic conclusion.  Also know the origins of the “Cold War” and its early conflicts.

      *Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:


the major players (countries involved in WWII and leaders)


Holocaust


Pearl Harbor




rationing


D-Day





women’s role in war


Pacific Theater major battles


internment of Japanese


Nagasaki/Hiroshima






Harry Truman







Containment




NATO


Iron curtain




United Nations


Communism




domino theory


Korean War




Truman Doctrine

1950’s – Chapter 18 (Section 4) and 19


Along with the postwar prosperity of the 50’s came civil unrest, global tensions, and cultural transformation (see visual summary on 664).  The beginnings of the Cold War caused hysteria over communism at home and abroad.  New opportunities during the 40’s led African Americans to fight for their civil rights, while women were forced back into their traditional roles.  Conformity clashed with youth culture as a new America took shape.

      *Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:


suburbs


Eisenhower




consumerism


McCarthyism




baby boom


H-Bomb




CIA


Cultural elements (cars, TV, music, etc.)


1960’s – Chapters 20 - 23
From tragedy in Dallas to triumph on the moon, the 60’s was truly an era of movement.  Politically, conservative policies of the 50’s gave way to progressive policies under Kennedy and Johnson which held promise for millions more Americans than ever before.  Socially, the Civil Rights Movement was finally gaining ground toward “equality”, women took a stand against their traditional roles as housewives, and the counterculture stirred things up with their untraditional ways.  And millions watched as an unpopular war unfolded half a world away.

      *Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:

Cuban Missile Crisis

The New Frontier

The Great Society and some of its programs

Plessy v. Ferguson

Brown v. Board of Edu.

MLK, jr.

Sit-ins

Prejudice/discrimination

Civil Rights Legislation (see box on pg. 714)

Malcolm X

Vietnam War

Domino theory and containment

My Lai Massacre, Kent State University Tragedy

Vietnamization

Feminism

Betty Friedan and The Feminie Mystique

ERA (Equal Rights Amendment)

Title IX

Counterculture

1970’s – Chapter 24

The “Age of Limits” tests the limits of the American political system.  For the first time, an American president steps down, troops are pulled out of Vietnam, the nation’s economy is stagnant, and the U.S. takes center stage in numerous “actions” around the world.

      *Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:


Nixon





Carter

Watergate




human rights


Inflation and stagflation





Détente

1980’s – Chapter 25

The “Conservative Tide” sweeps the nation. After a decade filled with economic problems, political turmoil, and military letdown, Americans want to bring back the ‘good ol days’. Reagan promises to cut taxes, cut government programs, and bring stability to our nation’s foreign policy through increased military spending. The Cold War ends but new challenges face the nation at home and abroad.

*Understand the following and how they relate to the above topics:
Ronald Reagan



deregulation
George Bush




SDI – ‘Star Wars’
‘Reaganomics’ / supply-side economics
national debt
The New Right



Affirmative action




Miscellaneous info. to know for the final:
Assimilation

Urbanization and its effects

The ‘Jim Crow’ south

Natural Rights

Bill of Rights

3 branches of gov. and their role / power

Manifest Destiny and its effects
Information from the U.S. Naturalization Test (found on-line…Google it!)

Other: (Take notes from our review sessions and ask questions if you don’t understand)
