Study Guide Questions

The Odyssey Part One

1. How does the reader quickly learn that the story about to unfold recounts the deeds of an epic hero?

2. Why might the poet have used the verb wheeling to describe the passing of time and seasons (lines 26-27)?

3. To whom is Odysseus telling his story?

4. In what other stories (at least two) has the idea of home played an important part?

5. What happens at Ismarus (the coastal settlement of the Cicones)?

6. What happens to the men who go ashore in the land of the Lotus Eaters? Why might Odysseus be so opposed to the eating of lotus?

7. What traits does Odysseus reveal in the Lotus-Eaters episode that set him apart from his men?

8. How is the metaphor in lines 82-83 appropriate for the Cyclops (think both size and behavior)?

9. What line alerts readers that something bad is going to happen to Odysseus’s men?

10. Epics include a mix of the everyday and supernatural. How does the Cyclops embody both of these states?

11. The poet uses two similes in the grisly description of the Cyclop’s dinner. What are they?

12. What hint is Odysseus dropping in lines 241-244 about the future of his journey?

13. To what action does Homer compare the blinding of the Cyclops? Why might he have chosen this comparison (think about why anyone uses a comparison)?

14. Why did Odysseus tell the Cyclops his name was Nohbdy? How well has Odysseus’s plan worked?

15. Why do you think the poet chose to personify death in this passage (lines 326-340)?

16. Summarize what happens inside the Cyclop’s cave from the men first entering to the escape?

17. What personality trait(s) does Odysseus reveal in leading his men into Polyphemus’s cave? What personality traits does he reveal in leading his men to safety?

18. Why does Odysseus behave in this way (lines 395-399)? Why is his yelling ironic?

19. How would you characterize Odysseus’s judgment?

20. What do lines 460-462 suggest about Odysseus’s return journey to Ithaca?

21. Where have you encountered this figure of speech before? Why might the poet have repeated it?

22. Epics were intended to entertain, to inspire, and to teach. How does The Odyssey do these things? Explain.

23. The epic hero has recognizable human characteristics--including human faults. Give an example of how Odysseus is extraordinary and an example of how he is ordinary.

The Odyssey Part Two

1. Who is Aeolus? What does he give to Odysseus? What happens to one of these gifts?

2. What happens to many of Odysseus’s men on Circe’s island? What god helps Odysseus rescue his men? How does this god help?

3. Where does Circe tell Odysseus that he must go before he can go home? What does he learn there? From whom?

4. Identify the personification in lines 1-5.

5. Why are the men disobeying Odysseus on page 860? What would happen if they obeyed him?

6. What are Scylla and Charybdis? Why does Odysseus not tell his men about Scylla?

7. Why do Odysseus and his men stay longer than planned on the island of Helios, and what are the consequences of this delay?

8. Why does Eurylochus prove to be a more persuasive leader in this episode than Odysseus?

9. What sequence of events is described in lines 218-232?

10. Zeus enters the conflict on page 867? Is Zeus personally angry with Odysseus? Why does he punish him then?

11. How does the simile in lines 334-335 make the men appear?

12. What is the effect of giving the whirlpool the human capacity to drink the tide (line 354)?

13. Is Zeus’s action just (page 868)? Why or why not?

14. Identify one example each of both external conflict and internal conflict in Part 2.
The Odyssey Part Three

1. How does Odysseus feel about the suitors? How have they betrayed him?

2. Who is revealed to be on Odysseus’s side in the interpolation at the beginning of Part 3?

3. What can the reader infer about the theme of Part 3 from the words of Odysseus in lines 38-40?

4. Find details in lines 71-84 that reveal Telemachus’s character. In other words, what can you tell about Telemachus?

5. Why did Telemachus not believe his father at first? What are your impressions of Telemachus?

6. In what sense is Odysseus’s journey far from over at the end of “Father and Son”?

7. How does Antinous stand apart from the rest of the suitors? Why do you think Homer develops the Antinous’s character in this way?

8. Why do the suitors suspect on page 877 that they are not dealing with a simple beggar? Do they suspect the truth?

9. What do the thoughts of Telemachus in lines 62-63 tell you about the implied theme of Part 3?

10. From what you have read so far, how would you describe Penelope? Explain?

11. Describe the extended simile on page 879. What/who is being compared? How does the comparison invert the truth and in a way hint at Odysseus’s true identity?

12. How is the scene on page 879 an example of dramatic irony?

13. What characteristic do Odysseus and Penelope share (page 880)?

14. Why was this the perfect time for Odysseus to arrive home (page 881)?

15. What is “the test of the bow”? Why might Penelope have given it?

16. To what is Homer comparing Odysseus in lines 28-34? What do these comparisons contribute to his characterization?

17. Do you think Odysseus’s long journey is finally over on page 883? Why or why not?

The Odyssey Part Four

1. How would you describe the level of suspense at this point in the story? Explain.

2. On page 886, lines 8-24, Homer describes Antinous’ death.  What does he compare him to?  Why did Homer use this comparison?

3. What has caused Odysseus to decide to kill the suitors? Explain.

4. Why does Eurymachus request that Odysseus spare the other suitors? How does his first speech to Odysseus compare to his second plea to the suitors? Which represents the “real” Eurymachus?

5. The suitors vastly outnumber Odysseus and Telemachus. Why are the suitors so alarmed?

6. Is tension rising or falling on page 889? Explain.

7. How does Telemachus aid Odysseus in the battle? (Name 3 things)

8. If the outcome of the battle is a foregone conclusion, is the battle truly climatic?
9. Why does Penelope hesitate to accept her husband on page 891?
10. How is Homer introducing rising tension in lines 79-83?
11. What is Athena doing in lines 102-105? Why?
12. How does Odysseus respond to Penelope’s suggestion that the maid moved the bed outside the bedchamber?
13. How has Penelope’s tone shifted in lines 161-162? Why?
14. What is the climax of “Death in the Great Hall”? What is the climax of “The Trunk of the Olive Tree”? Which could be considered the climax of the epic as a whole? Explain.

15. The major themes in The Odyssey can apply to life today. Explain how this true for at least one theme.
