
Pleasanton Unified School District                                                December, 2012 

Dear Parents and Guardians of Students in the Pleasanton Unified School District: 

The purpose of this letter is to update you on the status of our District work with our State and Federal 
accountability measures.  You may know that the State and Federal programs are in conflict with each 
other.  The state model is a growth model and through that system, our District Academic Performance 
Index (API) again increased this past year from 906 to 915.  This makes us one of the highest performing 
school districts in the state and is a real indication that our teachers, students and classified and 
administrative staffs are working hard and that our students are achieving the Standards. 

The Federal model is called Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  This model, under No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB), calls for all students in all grades to be 100% proficient in English/language arts and math by the 
end of the 2013-14 school year.  In this model, two of our schools receiving Federal Title 1 funds for 
their most at-risk students were placed in Program Improvement (PI) in the 2010-11 (Pleasanton Middle 
School) and 2011-12 (Valley View Elementary School) school years. 

This fall, under NCLB, our District joins districts like San Ramon Valley Unified, and Palo Alto Unified, in 
being identified as a Program Improvement District.  Our District welcomes the challenges of this work.  
We believe we are on the path of serving all of our students.  Activities already underway include the 
training and implementation of the new Common Core State Standards, focusing on addressing the 
learning needs of our students with disabilities, and improving the delivery and coordination of 
instruction and services to all students. 

What does Program Improvement mean for our District?  The District will: 

• Convene district/school level teams of teachers and administrators to analyze student 
achievement data 

• Conduct school and District level self-assessments 
• Use the results of the self-assessments to identify specific academic needs of student subgroups 
• Update  the District Local Education Agency Plan to include changes in programs and the uses of 

categorical and District funds 
• Reserve at least 10% of District and site Title 1 funds for professional development for teachers 

and administrators 
 

How can you help? 
• Learn about our new Strategic Plan and goals 
• Learn more about the State and Federal accountability systems 
• Learn about the movement to Common Core State Standards 
• Become involved; there are lots of volunteer opportunities in our schools 

 
Our teachers and other staff are working hard to prepare all of our students for their careers and 
education beyond high school.  Again, we welcome the challenges before us and hope you will join us.   
 
Thank you for your support, Parvin Ahmadi, Superintendent 
 


