1984 and Patriot Act Socratic Seminar – Inner Circle 

  

Directions:  Read the Patriot Act background information on this page below and then read the article in its entirety. Then, answer the questions 1-10. 

  

Patriot Act Background Information:  The Patriot Act was introduced by the Bush administration right after 9/11 as a way to combat terrorism before it happened. 

It enabled FBI and CIA officials to legally wiretap a "terrorist’s” phone line as well as tracking email communication, and broadened the definition of terrorism so the government had more freedom to essentially spy on people it suspected of terrorism. 

  

  

Link to Article: 

  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/20/us/politics/20patriot.html 

  

Questions: 

  

1.  What is Congress debating? What is its attitude toward the Patriot Act? 

  

  

2.  To whom do the provisions of the Patriot Act expand power to? 

  

  

3.  Mrs. Spaulding, a witness Democrat that was invited to testify at both hearings, thinks “important safeguards” have been overlooked.  What do they result in and what does this mean for American citizens? 

  

  

4.  List the three sections of the Patriot Act that are up for renewal. 

  

  

5.  List a few examples of actions in which you think the FBI "stepped over the line" if you think there are any. 

  

  

6.  What do you think about the Patriot Act? Does it infringe on our civil rights? Is this important? 

  

  

7.  This bill was passed right after 9/11 in an attempt to combat terrorism. What does this say about the ability of a crisis to cloud the judgment of our leaders? 

  

  

8.  How would you feel knowing that the government has the ability to listen to your conversations if it deems you a threat to national security? 

  

  

9.   Compare and contrast the Patriot Act and the actions of the Party in 1984. 

  

  

10.  Could a situation like that in 1984 ever occur to us, in America? Why or why not? Keep in mind what you answered to the previous two questions. 

  

