Of Mice and Men - Study Guide Part II

Writing

Speculate about what role Lennie will play in the climax of the story.

Commentary—analyze the following passages

“She went on with her story quickly, before she should be interrupted…stuck out grandly from the rest.”

“Curley’s wife lay with a half-covering of yellow hay.

…The curls, tiny little sausages, were spread on the hay behind her head, and her lips were parted.”

George didn’t answer his question…. “An’ then I’ll come back an’ work another month an’ I’ll have fifty bucks more.”

Will the American Dream work without Lennie?

Write a paragraph about the different ways in which Candy and George react to the ruin of the dream of getting a farm.  Compare their reactions and explain what they reveal about the personalities of the men. 

Interpreting

1. How does an innocent longing for human contact lead to catastrophe?

Commentary—analyze the following passages

The deep green pool of the Salinas River was still in the late afternoon….Another little water snake swam up the pool, turning its periscope head from side to side.

George shook himself.  He said woodenly, “If I was alone”….he stopped again.

“We’ll have a cow”… “live off  the fatta the lan’.”

“Yes.”

And George raised the gun… and then settled slowly forward to the sand, and he lay without quivering.

Interpreting

1. Why do you think Lennie has visions?  What emotions do they make him feel?

2.   Do you think that George is a hero?  Why or why not?

