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Bless Me, Ultima
Study Guide

Matching:  Characters with descriptions

· Antonio Marez y Luna

· Ultima


· Luna Family

· Tenorio

· Marez Family

· Narciso

· Gabriel

· Florence

· Samuel

· Cico

Multiple Choice:  Just the questions are on this study guide.

· Which of the following towns is NOT mentioned in the novel?

· True or False:  Maria wanted Antonio to become a farmer and live in Las Pasturas.

· How did Antonio describe the time spent in El Puerto?

· What did Gabriel Marez want to do once his sons returned form the war?

· Which of the following statements was NOT included in Samuel’s story of the carp?

· What was the test that Tenorio made Ultima take to determine whether or not she was a witch?

· True or False:  When Antonio and his father were talking on the way to El Puerto, Gabriel commented that it might be time to give up the old differences between the Marez and Luna ways.

· What happened at the juniper tree?

· What did Antonio think would help him understand his dreams and questions?

· True or False:  Ultima gave all of her herbs and potions to Antonio.  She made him promise to continue her work and become a curandero.

Quotations:  Identify the speaker of each quote. 

· “She served the people all her life, and now the people are scattered, driven like tumbleweeds by the winds of war.  The war sucks everything dry, it takes the young boys overseas, and their families move to California where there is work.”

· “We struggled against the feeling of loneliness that gnawed at our souls and we overcame it; that feeling I never shared again with anyone, not even with Horse and Bones, or the Kid and Samuel, or Cico or Jason.”

· “You must understand that when anybody, bruja or curandera, priest or sinner, tampers with the fate of a man that sometimes a chain of events is set into motion over which no one will have ultimate control.  You must be willing to accept the responsibility.”

· “Ay bruja!”…“For what you have said to shame my daughters and my good name in front of those men, I will see you dead!”

· “It seemed that the more I knew about people the more I knew about the strange magic hidden in their hearts.”

· “I don’t know,…except that people, grown-ups and kids, seem to want to hurt each other—and it’s worse when they’re in a group.”

· “I cannot tell you what to believe.  Your father and mother can tell you, because you are their blood, but I cannot.  As you grow into manhood you must find your own truths.”

· “It will only end when blood is spilled.  My father says that the blood of a man thickens with the desire for revenge, and if a man is to be complete again then he must let some of that thick blood flow.”

· “You have to choose, you have to choose between the god of the church, or the beauty that is here and now.”

· “Understanding comes with life…as a man grows he sees life and death, he is happy and sad, he words, plays, meets people—sometimes it takes a lifetime to acquire understanding, because in the end understanding is simply having sympathy for people.”

· “The soul was lost, unsafe, unsure, suffering—why couldn’t there be a god who would never punish his people, a god who would be forgiving all of the time?”

· “She took me to the front of the room and spoke to the other boys and girls.  She pointed at me but I did not understand her.  Then the other boys and girls laughed and pointed at me.  I did not feel so good.  Thereafter I kept away from the groups as much as I could and worked alone.  I worked hard.  I listened to the strange sounds.  I learned new names, new words.”

· “I bless you in the name of all that is good and strong and beautiful, Antonio.  Always have the strength to live.  Love life, and if despair enters your heart, look for me in the evenings when the wind is gentle and the owls sing in the hills.  I shall be with you.”

Multiple Choice:  Just the questions are on this study guide.

· Why does Ultima live with the Marez family?

· Antonio’s brothers talked about leaving Guadalupe and going to Las Vegas or another city.  What were their opinions?

· True or False:  The feeling Antonio had when he was the carp was what he had expected God to do at his first holy communion.

· Why were Tenorio and the men coming to the Marez home?

· Antonio was thinking as the family rode to El Puerto.  Which of the following was not in his thoughts?

· What was Narciso’s final destination after the incident in the bar with Tenorio and why?

· What did Antonio realize about Ultima’s spirit?

· What did Antonio think about the upcoming mass of the dead and burial for Ultima?
Vocabulary:  This section is matching.  These are the words you will be tested on.

· venial sin

· scapular

· tejano

· vaguero

· totem

· fasting

· rosary

· heathen

· pueblo

· heretic

· mortal sin

· initiation

· midwife

· mestizo

· llano

· amulet

· epiphany

· barrio

· curandero

· bildungsroman

· confession

· communion

· Black Mass

· batechism

