Ch. 33 –The Ford & Carter Era (1973—1981)
Roe v. Wade, 1973. Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional most state statutes restricting abortion. It ruled that a state may not prevent a woman from having an abortion during the first 3 months of pregnancy, and could regulate, but not prohibit abortion during the second trimester. Decision in effect overturned anti-abortion laws in 46 states.
The Arab Oil Embargo.  Rationing of gasoline and rapid price increases were brought about by the reaction of Arab countries against the U.S. for supporting Israel in the Yom Kippur war of1973.
Election of 1976. Democratic Governor Jimmy Carter of Georgia defeated Gerald Ford, who was a colorless and uninspiring campaigner.

Bakke v. Board of Regents, University of California at Davis, 1978. Barred colleges from admitting students solely on the basis of race, but allowed them to include race along with other considerations when deciding which students to admit.
Rise of the New American Right – suburban conservatism especially in the Sunbelt saw the emergence of a new conservative majority in the late 1970s.  Issues such as opposition to the growth of government, evangelical Christianity’s defense of traditional values, and resentment against taxation formed the basis of this new coalition.
Iranian Hostage Crisis-1978 - a popular uprising forced the Shah to flee Iran and a Muslim and national leader, the Ayatollah Khomeini, established an Islamic Republic based on the Koran. President Carter allowed the Shah to come to the U.S. for medical reasons. Young Iranian militants broke into the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and kept the staff hostage for 444 days, releasing them in January, 1981.

Panama Canal Treaty 1978 - Passed by President Carter, this called for the gradual return of the Panama Canal to the people and government of Panama. It provided for the transfer of canal ownership to Panama in 1999 and guaranteed its neutrality.

Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty-1978: Menachem Begin, Anwar Sadat sign agreement brokered by Pres. Carter. Product of the Camp David Accords, Sadat represented Egypt and Begin represented Israel. Israel returned land to Egypt in exchange for Egyptian recognition. Earned both men the Noble Peace Prize.

Election of 1980: Ronald Reagan, Republican defeated Jimmy Carter, Democrat and John B. Anderson, Independent. The issues were government spending and traditional values as the new conservative coalition came to power.

