Everyday we leave our living quarters and head down to our very elaborate and well-maintained church.  When we get to church, we begin to pray.  When the people come into church we begin talking to them about how they need to support the church and the church needs their money.  We let the people know that real power comes from God and we are God’s representatives on earth.  Overall, we are about 1% of France’s population.  We own 10% of all of the land in France and about 2% of our money goes to the government.  We really don’t like what these Enlightenment philosophers are saying.  They have it all wrong.  They are telling people to stop listening to us and to think for themselves.  People should only listen to God’s word.  We also don’t like when the King & Queen spend too much money and want us to pay more taxes.  We think the King should ban these Enlightenment ideas and put these heretics in jail.  We think the King should spend as much money as he wants but he shouldn’t take any more taxes from us.



Everyday, I wake up in my very beautiful, lush home.  My servants bring me everything that I need.  I sit down and have what ever I want for meals.  I like to spend time with my friends playing games, shopping, going to plays and fancy parties.  I am 2% of France’s population and own 20% of the land.  I don’t really pay any taxes to the King.  Lately the Enlightenment philosophers have been making fun of the way I live.  The Enlightenment philosophers have it all wrong.  I deserve this life-style because it has always been like this for my family.  I don’t want anything to change.  I am worried that these philosophers are filling the people’s heads with crazy ideas.  I am also upset that the Queen is spending too much money and the King wants us to help pay for the countries debt with new taxes.  The King needs to jail or deport these people that make fun of our lifestyle, they have no right to do this since we are better than them.  We don’t want to pay any tax and the King also needs to tell his wife to stop buying so many things and if she won’t ask someone else for the money.



Everyday I come home to my simple home.  I go to work everyday at the store that I own.  Most of my friends have very good jobs like merchants, professionals, or skilled artisans.  My life is very comfortable but I don not have very elaborate or fancy things.  I am about 5% of France population, I own about 0.5% of the land and about 50% of my money goes to taxes.  Since I am well educated I have been reading the Enlightenment philosophers and I like what they have to say.  I am worried that the King & nobles have too much power and aren’t giving us the rights we deserve.  We need more power! I understand why the King has more power than me, but why should a noble have more power than me.  I have worked hard for what I have and the noble has not.  The King should listen to some of the Enlightenment ideas and give me more rights and separate the power so we each get our fair share.



I live in the slums of the city.  My apartment is very small and is not nice at all.  We have very little.  Most of the time I am working.  I spend time fixing the city streets while my wife works as a servant for a very rich family.  I am poor and not well educated.  I am about 12% of France’s population, I own no land and about 50% of my very low salary goes to paying taxes.  I am upset that I hardly make nay money and almost half of that money goes to taxes.  I am worried that I might lose my job because France is in debt.  Most of my friends are unemployed.  I heard something about Enlightenment ideas such as natural rights but I really don’t understand what they are talking about.  I need more money, a better job and should pay lower taxes.  I pay so much to the government and get nothing in return.



I live and work on a farm in the countryside.  I work hard on the farm all day and really get nothing but a small amount of money & some of the food I grow.  My life is miserable.  I am 80% of France’s population; I own no land and 50% of what I earn goes to taxes and the church.  I am worried that if the crops fail, my family will starve.  I am worried how will I feed my family and survive. There are no jobs in the city so we must stay here.  My friends and I cannot read or write but we know that the King needs to help us and make sure we have food. 
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