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Please respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Please make sure that you write formally; please carefully reread your work and edit it. Remember, if I cannot read your handwriting, I will have difficulty understanding your ideas. 

Your work will be graded according to the rubric on the back of this sheet.

You will write two separate responses on two separate sheets of paper—one response for each short story.

1. Choose a passage from the text “A Clean Well-Lighted Place” (three sentences maximum) that was especially meaningful to you. Copy it out; provide a page number. Then, please respond to this passage. In your response you should explain why the passage is significant.
 2. Choose a passage from the text “Hills Like White Elephants” (three sentences maximum) that was especially meaningful to you. Copy it out; provide a page number. Then, please respond to this passage. In your response you should explain why the passage is significant.
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“Many must have it” (383).


This passage is significant, because the older waiter’s words reveal the intensity of his desire for companionship. These are the last words that the author uses in the story. The author is explaining what the older waiter is thinking to himself as he goes home to his empty room in the early morning hours. The older waiter argues that lots of people probably have insomnia. He is suggesting that he is not the only person who cannot sleep at night.  The waiter’s words do not seem entirely honest. He seems to be trying to comfort himself. The older waiter cannot sleep in the dark, because he feels his isolation too strongly. Being alone keeps him awake. When he claims that “many” other people must also have insomnia, he is actively trying to create company. If there are “many” other people awake in the night waiting for daylight, then he is not completely alone. His claim is almost an incantation. 






