DBQ rules
1.  Three sentence introduction.
	SENTENCE #1  Always start by stating:  “There were positive and negative…………………(USE KEY PROMPT TERMS) as seen in……….( Where are the sources from?  Stick to three dominant countries.  There could only be one country. )
	SENTENCE #2..Identfy three types of people that are common in the sources.  Most DBQ sources are from educated people but look specific people that appear at least two times.  Stick to three groups of people.  
	SENTENCE #3.  Thesis begins the same:  Based on the writings, ________, and ________ from 	date of doc #1 to date of doc #2……(USE KEY PROMPT TERMS RELATED TO THE SPECIFIC PROMPT).  List the three groups that you  will organize your essay around.  WRITE ESSAY IN THE ORDER OF THE THESIS GROUPS!
2. Be sure that each body paragraph begins the same changing only the group you are using in your thesis.  Always start referring to a document with attribution.  At the end of the sentence that begins with attribution write the document number.  (3) for example.  Do not include the person's position with attribution.  That will usually be a part of the POV.  Do not write book names or that a source wrote a letter or journal.  It wastes valuable time.  Just state what the source says that supports your group or key prompt terms.
3.  Use documents one time only.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  POV follows attribution sentence.  Here you discuss the source and comment on why the source believes what they do.  The occupation, gender, class, nationality may contribute to their beliefs.  You need a minimum of 3 POVs but strive for 5 for the entire essay.  POV may need several sentences.  Do NOT use terms like BIASED, ACCURATE OR RELIABLE in your POV.  Just explain why the source would be biased, accurate or reliable.
5.  Do not quote the docs. The readers know what the docs say.  Also don't use the vocabulary of the time.  Just explain what the source is really saying.  Be the historian.
6.  Do not make personal comments about what the sources say.  You are a neutral observer. Be the historian.  
7.  Do not end a paragraph with a doc number unless you are using statistics, maps, or an illustration to support your content. Statistics, maps or illustrations could be used as POV  but be sure to link them to your group.
8.  Do not use positive or negative as groups or in your topic sentences.
9.  Groups can answer the prompt but do not have to.  Groups need some common link.
10.  Change over time.  (COT )  If a DBQ spans a wide range from the first doc to the last doc then comment on the change over time. Later docs may represent a change that needs to be addressed.  Do this by starting with the date of the doc.  Write:" By 1850 ....."  Be sure to read the Historical Background that appears just after the prompt to see if there are important dates mentioned there that could be a link to the documents you are using.  Don’t forget to mention some outside information (OI) that is relevant to the prompt for one of your sources.


