Emerson Aphorism Project
CA 11/12 ELA Standard: Reading 2.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations; 2.5 Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject. 

1. Choose an aphorism from Self-Reliance or Nature which you either agree or disagree with. 

2. Explain the aphorism in detail. What is Emerson’s main message?

3. Relate the aphorism to a movie, song, historical event, current event, personal experience, etc. and explain in detail how the example you have chosen relates to the aphorism.

4. Evaluate the aphorism by explaining why you agree/disagree or agree/disagree to an extent (qualify). Give specific reasons for your position and specific evidence to support your position.

5. Create a visual that illustrates the aphorism and organize the entire project on a poster. Make it look spiffy!
· Envy is ignorance

· Imitation is suicide

· Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string

· The eye was placed where one ray should fall that it may testify of that particular ray

· Society everywhere is in conspiracy against the manhood of every one of its members

· A man is relieved and gay when he has put his heart into his work and done his best

· A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds

· Whoso would be a man must be a non-conformist

· To be great is to be misunderstood

· Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind

· With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do

	Element of Project
	Score

	Accurately and insightfully interprets the aphorism
	        4          3              2              1

	Relates the aphorism to an appropriate example from society, media or personal experience and explains the relationship
	        4          3              2              1

	Includes an evaluation of the aphorism that is insightfully explained
	        4          3              2              1

	Provides a fitting symbol/visual that relates to the aphorism
	        4          3              2              1

	Project is aesthetically pleasing

	        4          3              2              1

	Utilizes correct language conventions
	        4          3              2              1


Total Score ___________
