Westerberg, English 5-6 H

Focus: Evaluation- Poe as a Writer of Stories

Fan Mail?
Writing Situation: You have just read selections from Poe’s work and you are moved, for some reason, to write him a letter.  However, as Poe was an incredibly imaginative person, so are you.  In fact, who are you?

Directions for Writing: Compose a letter addressed to Edgar Allen Poe concerning his stories, poems, and perhaps his essay on “the single effect.”  The letter does not necessarily need to be based on your personal opinions; write it as if you were another person.  Pick your character carefully.  He/she can be fictional or non-fictional, from your imagination or from someone else’s; there are no limits here. (Poe was a big fan of originality, imagination, and...yes...shock value).  Remember though, your character has something insightful to say, so your response to his works should be specific, literate, and informed.  Let Poe know what you thought and why.  Maybe you want to start a fan club.  Maybe you want him banned from libraries.  Maybe you plan to destroy him with your superpowers.

Guidelines:  Due ____________.  Your letter should be typed, single-spaced, in business letter formant, and at least one page in length.  Write in the style of your character.  Design a creatively labeled envelope, but DO NOT seal the letter within the envelope until instructed to do so.

Consider our lessons in “simplicity” and grammar.

