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Excerpts from President Ronald Reagan’s “Evil Empire” Speech to the British House of Commons (Regarding the need to expand the Nuclear Arms race) June 8th, 1982.

We're approaching the end of a bloody century plagued by a terrible political invention -- totalitarianism. Optimism comes less easily today, not because democracy is less vigorous, but because democracy's enemies have refined their instruments of repression. Yet optimism is in order because day-by-day democracy is proving itself to be a not at all fragile flower. From Stettin on the Baltic to Varna on the Black Sea (Eastern Europe), the regimes planted by totalitarianism have had more than thirty years to establish their legitimacy. But none -- not one regime -- has yet been able to risk free elections. Regimes planted by bayonets (weapons) do not take root.

Historians looking back at our time will note the consistent restraint and peaceful intentions of the West. They will note that it was the democracies who refused to use the threat of their nuclear monopoly in the forties and early fifties for territorial or imperial gain. Had that nuclear monopoly been in the hands of the Communist world, the map of Europe--indeed, the world--would look very different today. And certainly they will note it was not the democracies that invaded Afghanistan or suppressed Polish Solidarity or used chemical and toxin warfare in Afghanistan and Southeast Asia.

What, then, is our course? Must civilization perish in a hail of fiery atoms? Must freedom wither in a quiet, deadening accommodation with totalitarian evil?

The Soviet Union runs against the tide of history by denying human freedom and human dignity to its citizens. It also is in deep economic difficulty. The rate of growth in the national product has been steadily declining since the fifties and is less than half of what it was then.

So, I urge you to speak out against those who would place the United States in a position of military and moral inferiority…I urge you to beware the temptation of pride - the temptation of declaring yourselves above it all and labeling both sides equally at fault. To ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant misunderstanding, you are thereby removing yourself from the struggle between right and wrong, between good and evil.

What I am describing now is a plan and a hope for the long term -- the march of freedom and democracy, which will leave Marxism-Leninism (Communism) on the ash heap of history as it has left other tyrannies which stifle the freedom and muzzle the self-expression of the people.
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