The Great Gatsby : Anticipation/reaction guide
Directions: before reading the novel, complete the chart. Write yes if you agree with the statement, no if you disagree and “?” if you don’t have a strong opinion. Explain your interpretation of the meaning on the line below. After reading revisit your responses. 

	Before finishing 
	Statement: yes= I agree no= I disagree ?= I don’t know
	After reading

	
	Money is the root of all evil
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	

	
	You can never relive the past
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	

	
	People usually get what they deserve
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	

	
	Most Americans strive to live the “American dream.”
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	

	
	Money cannot buy happiness
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	

	
	Most people strive to live a moral and ethical life
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	

	
	Most people want to be rich, powerful and respected
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	

	
	Most people live a lie, pretending to be something they are not.
	

	Meaning


	
	

	
	
	


1. Which statement triggered the most interesting discussion? Why?
2. What were some of the strongest or most memorable points made by your group members? 

3. Was any argument strong enough to make you change your initial response? Why or why not?

Character Chart-Directions: Complete the chart for each character. For the Descriptive Phrase and Memorable Quote columns, choose direct quotes from the novel. (1 point for each box)

	
	Tom Buchanan 
	Daisy Buchanan
	Jordan Baker

	Where do they live?
	
	
	

	One Word Description

	
	
	

	Relationship to Other Characters

	
	
	

	Descriptive Phrase

	
	
	

	Memorable Quote

	
	
	

	Name a celebrity that you think could play this character and explain why you picked them.

	
	
	

	
	Myrtle Wilson
	Tom Wilson
	Jay Gatsby

	Where do they live?
	
	
	

	One Word Description

	
	
	

	Relationship to Other Characters 

	
	
	

	Descriptive Phrase

	
	
	

	Memorable Quote

	
	
	

	Name a celebrity that you think could play this character and explain why you picked them.

	
	
	


1. How would you characterize the people from East Egg and West Egg merely based on their last names?
2. What does the picture of Gatsby reaching out to a green light symbolize?

3. What is the Valley of Ashes & what does it symbolize?

4. What do the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg symbolize?

5.  Describe Myrtle and explain Tom's attraction to this "thickish" woman.

6. What illusions do she and her sister hold? 

7. Why doesn't Tom allow Myrtle to speak Daisy's name?

8.  What secret do we learn about each charecter?

10.  Why doesn't Nick mind dishonesty in women?
