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Homecoming Assembly 
By Madison Loomis

Were you ready to go to Never 
land? Thursday, September 
11, 2014 we had our annual 
homecoming assembly! Since the 
beginning of this year, we have 
been anxious to find out the 2014 
homecoming theme and it was 
finally here.

All of us bundled up in the 
gym full of music, people, and 
excitement. ROTC, the cheer team, and the dance team did amazing 

routines to start 
off our first 
assembly of the 
year. Mr. Walsh 
preformed a 
very daring 
act of the 
“Ice Bucket 
Challenge.” A 
total of three 

buckets full of ice water were 
dumped on him in front of the 
whole student body! For every 
$100 raised, an extra bucket 
was added for ALS. They 
announced the five dress-up 
days for spirit week. Monday: 
Pirate Day, Tuesday: Island/
Tourist day, Wednesday: 
Pajama Day, Thursday: 
Character Day, and Friday: 
RED OUT DAY. We then 
found out our homecoming 
king and queen nominees. 

Towards the beginning of 
September we were told to 
vote for our favorite seniors. 
The top twenty-five girls and 
guys were narrowed down 
which gets them even closer 
to being crowned. We found 

out our top five! Patrick 
Gorman, Juan Gomez, Chad 
Norton, Chad Schelly, and 
Boyd Beach were the top five 
guys. Madelon Denbaugh, 
Esmeralda Acevedo, 
Samantha Hopper, Nola 
Prickett, and Bailie Boyd 
were the top five girls. 

Friday, September 19, 2014 
the lucky homecoming 
Queen, Esmeralda Acevedo, 
was announced at the 

football game during half time. The 
King Juan Gomez was announced the 
following day (September 20, 2014) 
at the dance.

This assembly was a great way to 
kick off the year with some fun and 
school spirit! Hope everyone had a 
great homecoming!
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By Nicole Vorisek

Friday night was a battle between our Bulldogs and the 
Temecula Valley Golden Bears. The homecoming game came 

to an end with a close score. Temecula won 17-10. The Varsity football 
team played against the Temecula Valley Golden Bears. The defenses 
dug in and kept us in the game except for a few big plays. Temecula 
got on board 
first but not 
for long with 
its touchdown. 
Hemet then 
started to grind 
out the running 
game and 
eventually took 
a 10-7 lead.  
With Jeff Martin 
pounding the 
ball down the 
field and Noah 
M u n s i n g e r 
slinging many 
passed to his receivers, Chad Norton, Romio Salizar, and Tanner 
Manning- Hemet’s offense did what it could. Temecula bounced 
back with a few big plays defensively and offensively and denied 
Hemet’s victory after high hopes; but Hemet still lost with dignity. 

During halftime, the homecoming princesses, Madelon 
Denbaugh, Esmeralda Acevedo, Samantha Hopper, 

Nola Prickett, and Bailie Boyd anticipated the announcement for 
the crowning of homecoming queen; the crown went to Esmeralda 

A c e v e d o ! 
The dance 
team also did 
a great job 
p e r f o r min g 
d u r i n g 
h a l f t i m e , 
l e a v i n g 
e v e r y o n e 
applauding. 

Di d 

you sit in the 
spirit section? 
You couldn’t 
p o s s i b l y 
miss the 

huge group of Hemet High’s biggest supporters. Cheering, 
chants, and tons of school spirit from the student body, 
staff members, and others who attended the game! 

The homecoming 
dance followed 

the next night. Next 
week was bye week for 
football until their game 
against Riverside Patriot.  

Homecoming Royalty Coming Through!
 By Ruth Gonzalez

Each year, 25 girls and 25 boys are elected from our entire 
senior class to be nominated to be on top 5, then finally 

one lucky guy and girl are elected to be our homecoming King and 
Queen. Our 2014 Queen candidates were: Bailie Boyd, Samantha 
Hopper, Madelon Denbaugh, Esmeralda Acevedo, and Nola Prickett.  
King Candidates were: Chad Schelly, Patrick Gorman, Juan Gomez 
Quezada, Boyd Beach and Chad Norton. 

Our Hemet High school students voted for these top 10 
seniors.  The 5 princesses each arrived to our homecoming 

game in jeeps, and beautiful dresses, accompanied by their moms! 
(Awwww) As they made their way to their boxes to wait and see who 
would be crowned queen, they were accompanied by their fathers, 

and some by brothers and sisters. (Even bigger awwww) Our 2014 
Homecoming queen is Esmeralda Acevedo, and was crowned by last 
year’s winner Bailey Christian. Saturday night came in and so did the 
nominees for Homecoming king. All of they boys looked exceptionally 
great and everyone was excited and anxious to know who would be 
this year’s winner. After all of the excitement and anticipation, Juan 
Gomez was announced and crowned homecoming King. Esmeralda 
and Juan danced together as the rest of the royal court joined them on 
the dance floor. When we asked Juan how he felt about taking the win 
he said, “ At first I was shocked, I honestly didn’t think I had a chance 
at being selected, I was going against really great guys who deserved 
the win as well.” We also asked him why he decided for his sister, 
and his best friend Julia Jackson, to walk down with him, and he said, 
“ Well, I wanted my sister to be there with me because my parents 
couldn’t be there, so I wanted someone from my family to be there, and 
I wanted Julia to be with me because she has been my support system 
since the 7th grade and it was truly important for me that my best 
friend was with me that day.” The homecoming game and dance were 

filled with surprises 
and a great time! 
Congratulations to 
the guys and girls 
who were on top 5, 
and congratulations 
to Juan and 
Esmeralda! 
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By Harper Pham 

Students had a blast at the Homecoming Dance.  Boys showed 
off their moves, while girls got to show off their shoes and 

dresses. Before girls picked out their dresses, boys had the chance to 
ask their sweethearts to the dance.  Once the question was asked, girls 
went on a mission to find the 
perfect dress. Dresses of every 
style and color were seen the 
night of the dance. From simple 
to intricate designs, short to 
long, strapless or straps, and 
everything in between, there 
was a dress for everyone and 
their own unique style. Kochay 
Mohammod, a sophomore, 
wore a “knee length, black, 
strapless dress with stones on 
the sides.” Her dress was silky 
and had a smooth texture. She 
also opted for black flats instead 
of high heels. Ruth Gonzalez, 
a senior, wore a black one- 

sleeved strap dress with sparkles from 
top to bottom.

The gentlemen also showed 
their classy style as Bryson 

Loomis, a junior, wore a pair of 
“black slacks with the casual white 
shirt and a nice, pretty, pink tie.” 
Freshman, Noah Jenison, wore a 
black dress shirt to match his black 
slacks along with black dress shoes 
and a white tie. Homecoming was 
an awesome experience for students 
and a great way to create memories 
for our seniors who will be leaving us 
this year.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness month! This is an annual 
campaign to increase the attention of the disease, and 

support the survivors.  Most people are aware of breast cancer, but 
many forget the steps to detect it in 
its early stages. About 1 in 8 women 
born in the U.S. today will get breast 
cancer at some point in their lives.  

Although October is 
basically considered 

Breast Cancer Awareness from 
corporations, the NFL, and to 
every one who is aware of their 
environment, there are other cancers 
out there that we too should be aware 
of.    Not as prevalent as breast 
cancer, prostate cancer is a killer of 
mostly men.

Please be aware of your 
health and take care of 

yourself always.

If I Stay Movie Review
By: Harper Pham

The movie If I Stay was a very interesting movie, it was known 
as the romance hit of the season. The movie started out as a 

book written by Gayle Forman. If I Stay was the talk for young adults 
and teens. Many people were excited for the film to come into theaters 
on the 22nd of August. When I saw this movie I was not disappointed 
whatsoever, it fit the 
book to each point. It 
had amazing music and 
an awesome story line on 
the two main characters. 
This movie had so much 
love, affection and 
tragedy you would have 
to be bring tissues to 
watch it. 

The two main 
characters that 

played in If I Stay were 
Chloë Grace Moretz 
who plays as Mia Hall 
the young teen that has a passion for music and family and a big dream 
to get into the Julliard and soon gets the interest of a slightly older band 
player name Adam, played by Jamie Blankley, whose dream is to be on 
the road playing music. These two love birds fall for each other not for 
their looks, but for the music they both deeply love. Later in the movie 
a big tragic car crash leaves Mia in the hospital alone. Her point of view 
takes place in her “spirit form” while she watches over her friends and 
other family in the hospital. This movie will lead from tears and broken 
hearts, to smiles and giggles, it is a must see for any romantic couple. 

      Science Fiction: Coming to Life
By Nicole Vorisek

The future is now coming to life as imagined! The 
world’s first house robot is soon coming out on the 

market next year, 2015. A robot, JIBO, can see- track faces, 
hear with 360º microphones, and a 
natural language processor letting 
you talk to JIBO from any room. JIBO 
can also learn artificial intelligence to 
learn your preferences and help adapt 
into your life. Other features include 
JIBO being a personal assistant and 
able to communicate with you with 
natural and emotional cues. 

Other robots similar to JIBO 
have been developed 

as well. A robot named “Pepper” 
developed in Japan by billionaire Masayoshi Son, senses 
emotions. Another robot called “ASIMO” was developed 
by Honda, but is too expensive and sophisticated for home 
use. 



The Second Star to the Right
By Shayla Evans

September 20th, 2014 the ASB prepared the Bulldog Plaza for 
the first big dance of the year, homecoming! Transforming the 

plaza area into Neverland, ASB used cray paper and pirate eye patches 
to set the mood. Jars of pixie dust with Tinkerbell inside were the 

centerpiece of 
the tables. The 
cons t ruc t ion 
that is being 
done next to the 
student store 
was covered 
in blue cloth, 
and had letters 

spelling out Neverland on it. The mural that was first 
seen at the game, of Peter Pan taking the Darlings 
to Neverland, was put up for groups of friends and 
couples to pose for yearbook as they came in. 

Many of the students arrived at the 
opening at 7. Security checked 

girl’s bags and administered red wristbands as 
the first warning going into the dance. Many 
girls had high heels, shoes that found their way 
into the ASB room, meaning bare foot became the 
style of the night. 

With brightly colored dresses for girls 
and bow ties and suspenders for guys, 

everyone was ready to dance, eat finger foods, and 
see who would be crowned this year’s King. 

Around 8:45 the dance floor was cleared, 
and the candidates for the King made their 

entrance. Patrick Gorman, Chad Norton, Boyd Beach, 
Chad Schelly, and Juan Gomez walked down the stairs 
with escorts and parents. Queen Esmerelda descended 
the stairs, and finally crowned the King, Juan Gomez, 
the crowd went wild! 

The Queen and King took to the dance floor 
and started the Royal Dance together. Soon, the 

princes and princesses joined in. Congratulations were given to all of 
the Royalty before they went off to have their portraits taken by 

Lauren Studios who showed up to the dance. 

Students continued to dance up until the very 
last song at 11:00, before they were sent out of 

Neverland and back into the real world. We all do have to 
grow up, but it will be wonderful to remember this one 

evening in Neverland. 

Queen Esmeralda and her prince’s.
Allison Hitchcock  and   Brady Sisk  

left for the evening with a bag of kisses.

Everyone was on the dance floor.

Friends came to have a great time.

Chad Schelly tried the chocolate 
fondue with a marshmallow.
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Variety Show

By Shayla Evans

Last Friday night, September 26th, when there was no football 
game, many friends and fans came out to the Variety Show 

put on by the theatre. Gretchen Miller and Tyler Sands did a hilarious 
job hosting the show.  Students practiced their acts after school and 
tried to relieve their nerves before they hit the stage.  At one point there 
was a question if the show would go on, due to the upcoming play, 
“Goodnight Moon” that was being set up for.  But, as they say in show 
business, the “show must go on”.

Performances ranged from singing, poetry, skits, monologues 
and dances.  Performers were in order of appearance:  Maria 

Perez and 
Ve r o n i k a 
J o h n s o n 
who sang 
“ G o o d 
To You”; 
V e n i c e 
W h i t a k e r 
sang “Crazy 
in Love”; 
S a m u e l 
B o u r l e t t 
performed a 
monologue 
from “The Killing Joke”; Valerie Vasquez and Eugene Johnson sang 
a duet of “Love Is An Open Door”; Jade Knapp and Shayla Evans 
performed a “Monsters Inc.” skit; Cheyenne Coorough sang “Diary of 
Jane”; Jose Salazar sang “This Boy”; Rylee Thompson performed an 
original poem title “Weird”; Kaley Doherty sang “Reflection”; Richard 
Lira sang “Little Things”; Cassie Cloake sang “I’m Yours”; Kelsie 
Bohannon and Rand Casados danced to “Sail”; and Lexy Griffin sang 
“Defying Gravity”.

About 125 fans showed up to cheer on the efforts of all 
participants, some had a standing ovation.  The final number 

was a tremendous hit for Lexy Griffin.

Congratulations to everyone who performed and especially to 
the stage crew and technical support, for without them, the 

show would not have gone on. If you weren’t able to make it, the whole 
show is on the Hemet High website under the video gallery! 

Students Versus Faculty
By Shayla Evans

The battle between Hemet High students and staff took place 
in the gym on September 24th.  Over 200 people attended, 

but we weren’t quite sure who was rooting for who.  Our senior students 
played against the faculty and staff for basketball dominance.

In the beginning, after Dr. Shaw won 
the tip over Nick Calderon, the young 

dogs came out launching three pointers and 
missed regularly, and they had no one going 
in for rebounds against the big guys in the 
middle for the staff.  The staff proved that with 
experience, knowledge and teamwork, they 
could handle these young pups and jumped 
out to a 10 point lead.  Mr. Drinkwater was 
scoring almost at will and crisp inside passes 

were made to open teammates for easy lay ups as the seniors had a sieve 
of a defense.

But all good things must come to an end 
and as the game moved on, the young 

dogs proved that endurance, hustle and sheer 
tenacity can win games.

Late in the second quarter Troy Boldon 
got a break-away and skied to throw 

down a huge jam, even with a little nudge from 
Mr. Wells.  This ignited the crowd of over 200, 
especially the spirit section who was there to 
cheer on the boys and taunt the old dogs.  There 
was a cheer squad for the staff too, and our school 
health tech was in the gym just in case.

The dance team was eager to get onto the floor as they also 
provided halftime entertainment.  The team performed a 

number that they had been working on for their competitions and to 
show off at future basketball games and assemblies.

By the middle of the third quarter 
the old dogs were spent, Mr. Wells 

was heard saying “my legs are gone”, but 
continued to push through the game. 

After being tied at half time, the 
seniors started to cruise up and 

down the court (more like greyhound’s 
than bulldogs) almost scoring with every 

possession.    Garrett Sharrod started raining 3’s and the inside play of 
Troy and Michael Nobles stepped it up big time for the 90-77 victory, 
which wasn›t such a bad loss for our faculty. 

After all was said and done, the teams appreciated each other’s 
effort and everyone was able to smile a little and still come 

together, as Bulldogs do.

For the game, Garrett Sherrod led all scores with 26 points and 
Troy had 18.  For the staff, Mr. Drinkwater had 25.
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           Hemet High App- for iPhone
                    By Nicole Vorisek
            

An app developed by Salman Burhan, 10th grader of 
Hemet High- can access Aeries, the school bulletin, 

and more. I asked him a few questions about the app and his 
process of development;

What gave you the 
idea to create the 

app?

“Well, it was at first for 
personal use because I 

check my grades a lot, so I made 
an easy, simple app-hard copy 
type of thing to load. My friends 
said that they wanted the app for 
themselves, and I couldn’t just 
make an app only for Aeries- so 
I made an easy app for the whole 
school that can access most the 
things on the website.” 

How long did it take to plan and develop the app?

“To plan it all out took about 2-3 months to 
get approval from Dr. Shaw and the district. 

Developing took about only a month for coding and the rest was 
all design.”

Do you want 
to be an app 

developer when you’re 
older or something of the 
sort?

“I actually want to 
be a doctor. I like 

to do this more on my free 
time.”

Are you working 
on any other 

apps?

“I’m working on four different projects, but they’re for 
personal use.”

So go on the app store, look up “Hemet High” and you 
should find the app easily! Download it today. 

Goodnight Moon!
By Shayla Evans

This October comes the first Children’s theatre performance of 
the year, Goodnight Moon.  The story follows Bunny, (played 

by the talented Maria Perez) a hyperactive rabbit who refuses to go to 
sleep at his 7 o’clock bedtime. Maria says the role is a challenge, but it’s 

fun to act really young when, before, she has played older characters. 
September DeSoto plays the old lady who is in charge of Bunny. As 
this is September’s first time in theatre she is very excited to take on 
the role and she says she’s really 
glad she decided to join this year. 
Cassie Cloake is also on stage as 
Mouse, Bunny’s sidekick. She 
is excited to play such a fun and 
cute character. Mr. Cherland was 
able to contact the publisher who 
has said HHS Theatre is one of the 
very, VERY few theatres in the 
country to perform this play! 

The set continues to be built as a replication of the great green 
room where the story takes place.  It is designed to look like 

a giant book, with all of the furniture and home appliances huge in size, 
so the actors look very tiny next 
to them. Mr. West has said one of 
the most challenging parts about 
building the set is animating a red 
balloon so it is its own character, 
meaning it can move around the 
stage on its own. Paper mache 
and copper rods have been some 
ideas, but he’d like an actual 
balloon so it’s the real thing. 

(Interested in building sets? Come over to the theatre and try it out!)

Watch as the great green room comes alive with imagination…
where bears with chairs come out and dance, and Clarabelle 

the cow tries to jump over the moon, and the (male) tooth fairy arrives 
for Bunny’s tooth. Take your younger sister or brother to the play, and I 

promise they’ll love it! The performance nights are October 9th, 10th, 
and 11th, at 6:00 PM, with a special 2:00 PM matinee on Saturday, the 
11th, at the Ron Murray Performing Arts Complex. Admission is $5 but 
for ASB and children 12 years old and under, it’s $3, and tickets will be 
available at the door!



Page 8McDonald, 
Isn’t he an English teacher?

By Madison Loomis

A lot of students know Mr. McDonald as an English teacher, 
but this year his identity has changed. With a new school 

year, comes new opportunities and McDonald is doing just that.

Last year Mr. McDonald started refreshing his skills in History. 
He has always had an interest for History and studied it 

through college but just taught English. McDonald had the resources, 
but needed out find when, on his own time, he could study it again. 
Having a job and preparing for another is tough. He would come home 
after school, do all of his work for his current job, then would pick up 
a book and study.

I asked Mr. McDonald about his new job and this is what he 
said. “What was the transition like going from only an English 

teacher to a History teacher.” “It was like being a brand new teacher 
all over again,” McDonald said. “How much schooling was required 
to get caught up or refreshed on the subject?” “I spent a year studying 
history. Lots of re-reading and videos!” McDonald said. “Being new 
to the subject, how do you make sure you are teaching your students 
what they need to know?” “I’ve had a lot of help from the strong Social 
Studies Department,” McDonald said. ”Is it overwhelming teaching 
a new subject this year?” “Right now yes, teaching U.S. and World 
History I just need to get in the swing of things. When you have been 
teaching a subject for a while you have a program, but with this new 
job I have a new subject, class, and things I have to try out to see if it 
benefits the students or not,” McDonald replied. “Were you nervous at 
all to start teaching History?” “I have been teaching for many years, 
so no I was not nervous,” McDonald said. “How do you like teaching 
History so far? Do you plan on continuing to teach it?” “ I am enjoying 

it so far and want to teach the subject until am I am good at teaching 
it,” replied McDonald. “Did you decide to add a new subject to your 
teaching?” “No one ever put the bug in my ear, it was all my choice. I 
was very persistent; constantly bugging Mrs. Shaw until she finally said 
okay,” McDonald said.

For all of you students out there that need to take a U.S. or 
World History class check out Mr. McDonald. He may be 

new, but I know he will be great!

Yearbook Still On Sale In ASB Office
By Natalie Sanden

The yearbook staff has been working diligently throughout 
the year to capture the history of the students here at Hemet 

High School. The staff will attend virtually every event the school 
has had to offer, from sporting events to dances to plays, and every-
thing in between. We want to ensure everything that has happened 
this year will be remembered. If you have not already purchased 
your copy of this years’ yearbook, you should get to the ASB Of-
fice and reserve your copy today before the prices go up further. 

Music Review: Echosmith: Talking Dreams 
By Ruth Gonzalez

Something we can all agree on is that music is awesome. 
Whether you like Country, Rap, Reggae, Folk, Alternative, 

Pop, or Rock, we know music is amazing, and for those of you who 
are seeking to find new music discoveries this is definitely the column 
for you! According to MTV, one of the breakout bands of the moment 
is Echosmith. Echosmith is an American Indie Pop/ Alternative band 
that has been signed to Warner Bros. Music since 2012, and released 
their debut album Talking Dreams in February of 2013.  This quartet is 
composed of four siblings, Graham, Sydney, Jamie and Noah Sierota. 
Their first single, and most popular song, is Cool Kids.  This song starts 
off with Sydney singing about how she feels left out of the crowd of 
cool kids,  and how she wishes she could be like them. 

Listening to this 
album, I’m going 

to be completely honest 
with you here, it didn’t 
sound absolutely amazing 
to me. It sounded like any 
other indie pop band from 
LA. They have the messy 
hair, button up flannels, and 
catchy beats with ironic 
lyrics that make some 
sense. Sydney sings of kids 
she can’t be like, broken 
hearts, and of how free the 
youth of this generation is, 
which is just like a bunch 
of stuff we heard of before. 

It honestly sounds like they pulled up different artists and kind of 
just meshed them as one. Just to name a few, Imagine Dragons, The 
xx, and Young the Giant. Sydney has a voice that I feel like we’ve 
all heard before. She has been compared by various reviews that her 
voice sounds a lot like Ellie Goulding’s. The only song that stood out to 
me was “Surround You” which featured in the motion picture, Endless 
Love, last February.  It was acoustic, and had a very soft and lyrical 
mood to it. I’m not completely discarding the fact that they might be 
exceptional, but I feel Echosmith lacks originality. At the end of the day 
though we all have different music tastes, so give it a listen and find out 
if you like them or not!


