Romeo and Juliet Literary Terms Assignment:

Your assignment is to find at least one example for each of the following terms. This assignment will be due on the day of the unit test for Romeo and Juliet. For each example, you need to have the term, the definition of the term (we will have talked about all of these in class. Some of the definitions will be given to you by me on my website- if I have not given you a definition for a term, use Microsoft Word as you would for any normal vocabulary word in my class), the quoted example, and an explanation if necessary. Each term with a * next to it will require an explanation. An example can be found below the list. Any examples given in class are off limits, as there are multiple examples of each of these literary devices throughout the play. You will also be expected to complete the plot chart for Romeo and Juliet found below the terms. A rubric for how you will be graded follows the example. The objective of this assignment is that you know each of the literary terms well enough that you can identify them in literature if asked.

Terms:

1- Irony*
2- Symbol*
3- Foreshadowing*
4- Foil*
5- Alliteration

6- Imagery*
7- Personification

8- Simile*
9- Metaphor*
10- Couplet

11- Iambic pentameter

12- Dramatic monologue

13- Tragedy

14- Tragic hero*
15- Comic relief*
16- Allusion*
17- Soliloquy

18- Aside

19- Blank verse

20- Oxymoron

Plot Chart:

Exposition:

Rising Action:

Climax:

Falling Action/ Resolution/ Denouement:

Setting:

Mood: 

Theme:

Example of how each literary device should be done:

1- Irony- humor based on using words to suggest the opposite of their literal meaning.

“Content thee, gentle coz, let him alone.
A’ bears him like a portly gentleman

And, to say truth, Verona brags of him

To be a virtuous and well-governed youth.”




-Capulet (Act I, Scene 5, 72-75)

Capulet’s statement about Romeo is ironic because he states that all of Verona talks about what a gentleman Romeo is. While he is saying this, Romeo (Capulet’s enemy) has fallen in love with Juliet (Capulet’s daughter) and is wooing her. Capulet would not feel that Romeo was such a gentleman if he knew that Romeo was going to end up secretly marrying his daughter.

Grading Rubric:

	Expectation
	Points Given
	Worth

	Has all 20 literary terms 
	
	10

	Has appropriate definitions for each term
	
	10



	Has an appropriate example for each term that is correctly cited
	
	20

	Has an explanation for necessary terms
	
	20

	Has completed plot chart appropriately
	
	30

	Project is typed or written with neatly in blue or black ink
	
	10

	Total
	
	100


