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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
Study Guide, Chapters 21 - 23


Chapters 21 and 22
10.	What is being shown in the story of Sherburn and Boggs?


11.	Describe Sherburn.  Describe Boggs.


12.	Characterize the people Twain introduces us to in this small Arkansas town.
13.	What show are the Duke and the Dauphin going to put on for the townspeople?



14.	What else is taking place in the town?  How did the two ‘shows’ compare as to entertainment, according to how Huck saw it?



15.	Twain writes a parody of Hamlet’s soliloquy in which phrases from several other plays by Shakespeare are mixed in with much nonsensical gobbledy-gook.  What does this tell us about the Duke, the King, and the common people?



Chapter 23
16.	Why doesn’t the audience “take care of” the king and the duke after the first performance?  What are they planning to do after the third performance?



NOTE:	In Chapter 23 we see the ridiculous show that the King and Duke put on – a scam that the audience, rather than admit that they have been duped because of their own stupidity, actually goes along with.  For the last few chapters, Twain has treated us to a scathing picture of mankind as cowardly, petty, cruel, immoral, phony, selfish and stupid!  At the end of Chapter 23, however, Jim tells a story that again shows him as good, sensitive and decent.  Even Huck remarks, “He was a mighty good nigger, Jim was.”  Read the story Jim tells very carefully, despite the difficult to understand dialect.

17.	Why is Huck amazed at Jim’s mourning his home and family?  What does this tell us about Huck’s still ‘deformed social conscience’?  (How were slaves viewed in the societal order?
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