American Literature 
Final Exam
Directions:  You must be prepared to write on all four prompts.  The day of the final I will randomly select one prompt and you will write an in-class essay.  You must include evidence (paraphrasing) to support.  You may only bring paper and a pen to the final – NO NOTES OR PRE-WRITES ALLOWED!
1. If the gothic writers explored what we might call “the dark side” of American life, what cultural fears and anxieties are expressed? How does this form of literature help convey these anxieties (think about voice, point of view, imagery and symbolism)?

2. How has one poet/author from an era of American literature influenced a poet/author from a movement of American literature?

3. In his essay, “Self-Reliance,” Emerson argues that a person develops a “best self” by depending on his/her own intuition rather than conforming to the beliefs and conventions of society. Some sociologists believe that such an emphasis on the individual is one of the most valuable aspects of American society. Others argue that in idolizing and celebrating the individual over society as a whole, Americans create a self-centered culture. In your opinion, does American culture place too much emphasis on individualism while neglecting national pride, or is there too little emphasis on individualism? Cite specific reasons and examples from texts we have read to support your position.

4. Choose one era and one movement, and compare and contrast how the concept of the American Dream is explored in each.

