Assignment Guide Chapter 11:  
Urban Systems and Structures
Major Themes:

1. The nature of cities in an urbanizing world:  origins, definitions, and locations.
2. The economic base and systems of cities: functions, hierarchies, and networks.

3. Inside the city:  land uses, social areas, and patterns of change.

4. World urban diversity:  European and non-Western cities.

Thursday, 4/10  Exam Review; Power of Place: Boston, Delhi, Sao Paolo, Singapore
Friday, 4.11  DQs, pages 339-344
1. Explain at least three major trends illustrated in the data presented by Figure 11.2.
2. Using the data in Table 11.1, identify those regions of the world where the urban population was below the global average in 2005.

3. Account for the rapid growth of cities in the developing world, despite its lack of industrialization.

4. Account for the declining expansion of megacities in recent decades.

5. Using the data in Figure 11.3, identify all the cities over 15 million population.

6. Account for the absence of megacities greater than 15,000,000 population in China, despite its being the most populous country in the world.

7. Discuss the type of agriculture that is involved in the village depicted in Figure 11.6b.
8. Account for the spatial distribution of settlements of the String Village depicted in Figure 11.5.

9. Account for the spatial distribution of settlements of the Round Village depicted in Figure 11.5.

10. Explain the process involved in the transformation of villages into cities.

Monday, 4/21  DQs for pages 344-348
11. Discuss the economic foundation and social structure of the first cities.

12. Examine the morphology (internal organization) of the earliest cities.

13. Analyze the transformation of cities that occurred in Europe and Asia from the 11th to the 18th century.

14. Discuss the social transformation that occurred in European cities with the introduction of the industrial revolution.

15. Examine the factors considered in the “efficient” location of a city.
16. Discuss the various site feature classifications that explain city locations.

17. Describe the factors that make up the economic base of urban settlements.

18. Using the data in Figure 11.10, identify the eight most economically diversified cities in the US.

19. Using the data in Figure 11.10, identify the cities connected primarily with Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate (FIRE).  Do not include the most diversified cities.

20. Analyze the distribution pattern of retail centers in Figure 11.10.

21. Examine the distribution pattern of transportation centers in Figure 11.10.

22. Explain the correlation between the multiplier effect and the population growth of large cities.

23. Using the data in Figure 11.12, identify the cities that experienced 30% or more population growth in the US from 1990-2000.

24. Using the data in Figure 11.12, identify the cities that experienced 20% or more population growth in California from 1990-2000.

Tuesday, 4/22  DQs for pages 348-354
25. Outline the various functions of cities.

26. Account for the distribution pattern of small, medium, and large urban areas in Figure 11.13.

27. Discuss the urban hierarchy that is assumed in Walter Christaller’s central place theory.

28. Explain the five assumptions that underlie Walter Christaller’s central place theory that are presented in the text box “Central Place Theory.”

29. Examine the conclusions drawn from Christaller’s theory.
30. Discuss the kinds of goods and services you would find in Anaheim that you would not find in lower order places.

31. Examine the map of the U.S. metropolitan hierarchy illustrated in Figure 11.14 and answer the following questions:

a. Identify the Dominant and Major World Cities of the U.S.
b. How many “World Cities” in the U.S. does the map indicate (from Dominant to Subregional inclusive)?

c. How many of the US World Cities are located in the South?

32. Explain the concept of a World City.

33. Discuss the nature of interaction between the various levels of World Cities in the global hierarchy.

34. Identify all of the Alpha World Cities indicated in Figure 11.15.

35. Identify all of the Beta World Cities indicated in Figure 11.15.

36. Which three Beta cities do you think are most likely to become Alpha Cities in the next 50 years?  Why?

37. Identify three cities not currently listed as Gamma cities that you feel will become Beta World Cities in the next 50 years.  Why?

38. Find the population of the following four cities and rank them by population:  Yorba Linda, Fullerton, Anaheim, and Placentia.  To what extent do these cities follow the rank-size rule?

39. Using the data in Table 11.2, determine the ranking of cities that SHOULD occur if the rank-size rule operated precisely rather than generally in the US.  For example, according to the data, Chicago, not Los Angeles, should be the second largest city because it is approximately ½ the population of New York.  Which cities should be ranked 3, 4 and 5?

40. Account for the likelihood that a developed country is more likely to follow the rank-size rule than a less developed country.

41. Explain the evolution of the Randstad as a network city.

Wednesday, 4/23  DQs pp. 354-359
42. Examine the definition of urban as defined by the Census Bureau.

43. Compare and contrast the concepts of city and town.

44. Analyze the concept of a suburb.

45. Compare and contrast urbanized and metropolitan areas.

46. Discuss Los Angeles as both an urbanized and metropolitan area.

47. Examine the effect of the automobile on the form and function of the city (urban morphology).

48. Discuss the characteristics of a CBD.

49. Discuss the location of industry in the organization of cities.

50. Explain the distance decay pattern of land value and population in relation to the CBD.

51. Account for the relatively low population density at the CBD.

52. Account for the phenomenon of suburbanization for wealthier members of an urban region.

53. Examine the zone of transition in the concentric model.
54. Discuss the role of transportation in shaping the urban morphology of the Sector Model.

55. Identify the various nodes that comprise the foci of the multiple-nuclei model.

56. Explain the core features of the peripheral model.

Thursday, 4/24  DQs for pp. 359-362
57. Examine the factors that result in modern society’s urban groupings.
58. Analyze the causes for creating and the effects of building gated communities (Text Box:  The Gated Community).

59. Identify the institutional controls placed on growth patterns in US cities.

Friday, 4/25  DQs for pp. 362-369

60. Discuss the factors that have contributed to urban sprawl in U.S. cities.
61. Examine the effects of metropolitanization and suburbanization on the location of services and industries.

62. Explain the component features of the edge cities that have emerged from the earlier suburbanization movement.

63. Analyze the phenomenon of the “exurb.”

64. Account for the decline in services available in the central cities of urban America.
65. Explain the failure of the urban renewal programs of the 1950s and 1960s.

The following TWO questions relate to information in the Text Box entitled “Women in the City.”

66. Why are women so prominent in the population of North American cities?

67. Account for the high rates of poverty among urban women.

68. Discuss the advantages central cities appear to have gained from emerging communications technologies.

69. Assess the processes involved in gentrification.
70. Discuss the demographic trends among young urban professionals (Yuppies) that help explain the growth of gentrification in US cities.

71. How do advocates for the homeless account for the rise in homelessness over the last three decades?  [See Geography and Public Policy Text Box entitled “The Homeless.”]

Monday, 4/28  DQs for pp. 369-380.
72. Identify the chief characteristics of Western European cities.
73. Contrast the CBD of Eastern and Western European cities.

74. Discuss the common features that are generally shared by cities in the developing world.

75. Explain the variety of urban forms that may occur in South Asia.

76. Account for the inverse concentric zone pattern in many cities of the developing world.

77. Examine the location of disamenity zones in the Latin American City Model.

78. Discuss the various reasons that developing countries build planned cities.

Tuesday, 4/29,  Essay Review
Wednesday, 4/30 Exam

Thursday, 5/1  Essay 
1. Analyze the role that transportation infrastructure and edge cities have played in creating sprawl in US cities.  Examine efforts in the US to use transportation systems and New Urbanism to limit sprawl.  Include in your discussion the manner in which sprawl has contributed to social segregation.
2. Explain and evaluate the evidence indicating a positive effect of high technology industries and communications on the revival of urban centers in the United States.

3. Compare and contrast cities in Europe and the United States.  Include in your discussion an analysis of urban morphology, the role of the area around the CBD, and the distribution of socioeconomic groupings.

4. Analyze and assess the features of Christaller’s central place model.  Include in your discussion the features of the patterns that emerge, the size and function of the hierarchies involved, and the characteristics of urban spacing.

5. Compare and contrast the multiple nuclei and sector models of urban morphology with regard to land use and social area patterns.

6. Discuss the major trends in urban development in the global periphery.  Examine the efforts of governments in the global periphery to addresses the challenges posed by intensive urbanization.
No regional geography for this unit.
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