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English 3-4 A: “The Grand Inquisitor” Discussion Questions
Please answer on a separate sheet of paper and attach this to the front. 
1. “The Grand Inquisitor” is a story within a story, a chapter within the novel The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. What is the setting for the story that Ivan tells Alyosha?

2. Briefly summarize the parable Ivan tells. What is the moral of the story or the central point he is trying to make?
3. How are the brothers Ivan and Alyosha characterized? How do they contrast with one another?
4. In what ways do the roles of the Grand Inquisitor and Ivan parallel each other? In what ways do the roles of Jesus Christ and Alyosha? Why does the author (Dostoyevsky) do this?
5. Paraphrase the Grand Inquisitor’s speech. What is his argument? Do you agree with him? Explain.
6. Why does Jesus remain silent throughout the encounter between him and the Grand Inquisitor? Which of the two is more developed as a character? Explain.
7. Examine the imagery throughout the chapter, especially the light imagery. What inferences can you make after examining the imagery?
8. Is “The Grand Inquisitor” a criticism of the church, especially the Catholic Church? Explain.
9. How do you understand the kiss that Jesus gives the Grand Inquisitor? Why is or isn’t this an appropriate response to the Grand Inquisitor’s diatribe?
10. Would people rather be happy than have free choice? Is suffering the inevitable price we have to pay for knowledge and freedom?
