College Application:  Things to Do

Work on essays (list schools and deadlines):

Decide on letter of recommendation writers and put together request packages (counselor letter and 1-2 teacher recommendations usually required.  Private schools only; UC and CSU schools do not require letters of recommendation.  Most letter of recommendation work is done electronically on Naviance.

Compile a well-organized packet that includes:


 ask each person face to face that you would like to write you a letter of recommendation
complete Naviance letter of recommendation requests; be sure you have talked to individual letter writer prior to filling this out;

 your resume that includes list of activities, honors, courses; particular interests;



indicate on Naviance all of the schools to which you are applying;


complete Brag Sheet from counseling (on Naviance);



completed and signed top portion of each form (if submitting by mail);


a stamped envelope addressed to the college admissions office (if submitting by mail).

Once letters of recommendation are completed, write a brief thank-you note to the individuals 
who wrote your letters.

Remember SAT and SATll test dates, as needed.
Complete each application, all of those boxes, on-line through Naviance.  Open your file on-line with the basic information, so you are in the school’s system.
Talk to your parent(s) about schools, essays, upcoming financial info forms.

Attend PLHS College Night- November ________________
Hunt for scholarships ( Naviance, (www.fastweb.com is useful, along with the PLHS counseling office and bulletin announcements.
Check out Questbridge Program on-line
Talk to students who are currently attending the schools where you are applying.

Attend PLHS on-campus college rep visits (info in counseling office bulletin; excuse passes available in counseling office).

Schedule visits, if possible (Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Break and the President’s Day weekend):
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