English 3-4 A: Satire Writing Assignment

Your assignment is to write a satire on a social or political issue today. First, decide on your target: think of something you consider a problem in today’s world, something you would like to change. Remember it is generally better to write about something you know. Decide what your tone will be: do you want to gently poke fun, using the light Horatian form of satire, or do you want it to be dark and sardonically comic, using the Juvenalian form of satire? What methods of satire do you want to use—parody, irony, exaggeration? But, remember! The goal of satire is to elicit a reaction and bring about change, to reform attitudes, behaviors, and institutions.  Be clever, be witty, and sharpen your pen. It is mightier than the sword. 

Rubric

1. Evidence of satire—exaggeration, parody, ironic tone, etc.:

         
____/7
2. Structure/Organization—argument progresses logically, 
smooth transitions:







____/7
3. Purpose is established, speaker and target audience are clear:


____/7
4. Support—use of detailed, relevant examples, anecdotes, analogies:

____/7
5. Methods of Persuasion—logical appeal, emotional appeal, etc; 

other rhetorical devices 







____/6

6. Grammar/Punctuation/Spelling/Mechanics/MLA format:



____/6

Total: ____/40
Length: 2-3 pages, typed, double-spaced
Due date: Turn in rough draft by March 25th; final draft March 30th; submit electronic copy to turnitin.com by midnight the same day.
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