(9th) Lesson 9: Compare and Contrast

Directions: Read the two passages below, and then answer the questions on the following page.

From The Red Badge of Courage, by Stephen Crane:

“He went slowly to his tent and stretched himself on a blanket by the side of the snoring tall soldier. In the darkness he saw visions of a thousand-tongued fear that would babble at his back and cause him to flee, while others were going coolly about their country’s business. He admitted that he would not be able to cope with this monster. He felt that every nerve in his body would be an ear to hear the voices, while other men would remain stolid and deaf.”

From Pudd’nhead Wilson, by Mark Twain:

“Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear—not the absence of fear. Except a creature be part coward, it is not a compliment to say it is brave; it is merely a loose misapplication of the word. Consider the flea!—incomparably the bravest of all the creatures of God, if ignorance of fear were courage. Whether you are asleep or awake he will attack you, caring nothing for the fact that in bulk and strength you are to him as are the massed armies of the earth to a sucking child; he lives both day and night and all days and nights in the very lap of peril and the immediate presence of death, and yet is no more afraid than is the man who walks the streets of a city that was threatened by an earthquake ten centuries before. When we speak of Clive, Nelson, and Putnam as men who ‘didn’t know what fear was,’ we ought always to add the flea—and put him at the head of the procession.”

KEEP SCROLLING

1.  The phrase “thousand-tongued fear” in the first passage is best described as

A.
an understatement.

B.
a simile.

C.
a metaphor.

D.
a malapropism.


2.  Based on information in the second passage, it is most likely that Clive, Nelson, and Putnam are

J.
scientists who study fleas.

K.
survivors of terrible earthquakes.

L.
friends of Stephen Crane.

M.
people who many consider brave.

3.  Both passages focus on the relationship between

A.
fear and courage.

B.
a soldier and his commanding officer.

C.
an insect and the world around it.

D.
civilization and the natural world.

4.  Hyperbole, or exaggeration, is an important element in

J.
the first passage only.

K.
the second passage only.

L.
the first and second passage.

M.
neither passage.


5.  If the author of the second passage were to offer advice to the main character in the first passage, that advice would most likely be: 

A.
“Give in to your fear, because you will never learn to overcome it.”

B.
“Learn to control your fear, and you can be courageous.”

C.
“Study fleas and you will learn more about human behavior.”

D.
“When you walk down the streets of a city, don’t worry about earthquakes.”

6.  Which passage(s) can be described as narrative? 

J.
the first passage only

K.
the second passage only

L.
the first and second passage

M.
neither passage

*** Please do NOT write on this. ***











