Reading Guide for Hawthorne’s “The Minister’s Black Veil”

1. What is the Minister’s name?
2. What is his Fiance’s name?

3. What effect did the veil have when the congregation first saw it?

4. How did the effect change over time?

5. What were some of the various explanations by members of the congregation for this strange object

6. Which of the explanations was finally strongest?

7. What effect was the veil and Hooper said to have had on the corpse at the funeral?

8. When will all the veils of all the people be taken away?
9. What effect did the veil have on the wedding?

10. When Mr. Hooper saw himself in the mirror, how did the veil affect him?

11. What’s Elizabeth’s relationship to Hooper?

12. What eventually happens to her?

13. What does she became?

14. What did Hooper see when he looked into the burial ground?

15. Eventually, when Hooper got older, the community began to call him _________?

16. Who was Hooper most close to (most attached to) when he died?

17. On his deathbed, what did Hooper say was the real reason children ran from him and people shrank from him?

“Minister’s Black Veil” Key Passage

Internal Oral Assessments will be based on 40 lines of text taken from the texts you have studied in the first semester. This is your first practice assessment. The only difference is that it will be written. I will grade it using the oral assessment rubric. Please familiarize yourself with it so that you understand the grading criteria. This is worth 40 points. 

Read the story.

What did you find?

Pick a passage of about 40 lines. Copy it on to your paper (type, photo copy, or hand write).

Bring to class.

Write an analysis of a key passage.


Context- Place your chosen key passage in context. Use plot summary and 
carefully choose the relevant details that led up to the passage.


Content- Briefly explain what is in the passage.


Language- Explain why the passage is key using all literary devices that you see. 
Make sure you relate the passage to the work as a whole.

This is your first formal essay. Please include an introduction and a conclusion. Use MLA format. This must be word processed

