All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Marie Remarque          

Notes and Significant Passages Chapter Nine
Review:

What is no man’s land? Where is it?


What is a sniper? What is a sniper’s purpose in the war?



Who is the head of the German army and also of Germany?

Questions:

1. Who is Gerard Duval?
2. Why is there war?
What does Kat argue?

What does Kropp argue?

(See pages 202-207/177-182)

3. Paul remarks that there are black troops in the enemy trenches opposite his trench. Paul’s words reveal that he is a racist.

What two specific racist things does he say?

Copy them out; hint: page 209/184.

4. Paul volunteers to patrol no man’s land at night with Kat and Kropp and Muller, etc. Paul gets confused and becomes paralyzed with fear. He spends approximately sixteen hours in no man’s land.
What are some of the things that happened to Paul as he is trapped all night long and into the next day in no man’s land?

5. Who goes out into no man’s land with a stretcher to look for Paul?

Why is this fact significant?
Why do they go out with a stretcher?
Significant Passages:

“I loaf around until the company comes back in the early morning, grey, dirty, soured, and gloomy. Then I jump up, push in amongst them, my eyes searching” (200/176).
“I could almost weep. I can hardly control myself any longer” (201/176).

1. How are both these passages connected?

Hint: Why is Paul so agitated?









“I am no longer a shuddering speck of existence alone in the darkness;--I belong to them and they to me; we all share the same fear and the same life, we are nearer than lovers, in a simpler, a harder way; I could bury my face in them, in these voices, these words that have saved me and will stand by me” (212/186).

1. What does Paul mean when he says, “we are nearer than lovers?”

2. What does Paul mean when he says, “I could bury my face in them, in these voices…?”






3. What is Paul trying to explain to the reader?
“Why do they never tell us that you are poor devils like us, that your mothers are just as anxious as ours, and that we have the same fear of death, and the same dying and the same agony...”(223/195).


1. To whom is Paul speaking?






2. What does Paul realize?

Reflection:   
 “’You don’t need to lose any sleep over your affair,’ nods Albert. And now I hardly understand it myself any more. ‘It was only because I had to lie there with him so long,’ I say. ‘After all, war is war’” (229/200).

As readers, we know that Paul is lying. How does he really feel about killing Gerard Duval? How do you know? Then if that is true, why does he say the above words?
A sniper is a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldier" \o "Soldier" �soldier� who specializes in shooting targets with � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sniper_rifle" \o "Sniper rifle" �high-precision rifles� from very long distances, usually from a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concealment" \o "Concealment" �concealed� location.





Prince Frederick William Victor Albert of Prussia; he was the last � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Emperor" \o "German Emperor" �German Emperor� and King of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prussia" \o "Prussia" �Prussia�, ruling both the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Empire" \o "German Empire" �German Empire� and the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prussia" \o "Prussia" �Kingdom of Prussia� from 15 June 1888 to 9 November 1918.
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