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Bank of Homework Questions 
These questions were designed to cover the California State Standards for English Language Arts.


Standards: 
Vocabulary 1.1, 1.2
Literary Analysis 3.3, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9, 3.11, 3.12
***You must keep this sheet until the end of our short story unit***
1. Who is the protagonist? Explain what you know about this character, and how you know it.


The protagonist of the story is... because.... OR The evidence of  ______ as the protagonist is...

2. What or who is the antagonist?  Explain how you know.


The antagonist of the story is... because.... OR The evidence of  ______ as the antagonist is...

3. Is there any exposition in the story?  Where does the exposition start, and what does it explain?

 
 The exposition in the story starts with... and includes...

4. What is the climax of the story?  

  
The climax of the story is ...

5. Describe a conflict from the story.  Was it external or internal?  How was it resolved?

 
A main conflict of the story is between ... about...

6. Name a dynamic character from the story. What makes him/her dynamic?


_______ is a good example of a dynamic character because...

7. Name a static character from the story.  What makes him/her static?


_______ is a good example of a static character because...

8. Name a round charcter. Explain why this character is round.


_______ is a round character because...

9. Name a flat character. Explain why this character is flat.


_______ is a flat character because... 

10. What is the setting of the story?


The story takes place in... during...

11.  Make a timeline of the plot of the story. Include at least five events.  


 Event 1:   ______________.  Event 2:________________.  (etc)

12.  Explain the significance of the title to this story.


The title ___________ is significant because

13.  Imagine you could re-write the last paragraph of the story.  What would you change and why?


I would change __________ because___________.  I think the story would be better/ funnier/ more entertaining/ make more sense if...

14.  If you were given the assignment to draw a picture for this story, what would you draw, and why?  Alternately, you can actually draw a picture for this story and explain in one sentence explain your drawing’s connection to the story. 


I would draw ___________ because...

15. Pick a minor character from the story. Explain how the story would be different from this minor character’s point of view. 


If the story were told from __________’s point, the story would become... and would be more about...

16.  Choose something that was used as a symbol in the story. Explain what it represented, and why it was significant.


In the story, ___________ became a symbol for ...

17.  How does this story compare with other stories we have read before?  Explain how you might be able to connect the stories.


This story is like ___________ in that they both....  OR This story reminds me of __________ because.... OR The character ___________ in this story reminds me of __________ from the story _______ in that they both ...

18.  Choose five vocabulary words from the story that you would expect a fellow student to not understand. Copy down the definition for each of the five words.  


Word 1:  ____________ Definition:____________ Word 2: _______ Definition:__________ (etc)

19. Pick a statement from the story that you like.  Copy it down in quotation marks, and explain why you liked or related to this statement.


I liked the statement “...” from the story because... 

20.  Write down a question that you would ask other students in a class discussion about this story.


What...? How..?  Why...?  When...? Where...?”

21.  Write three sentences about why should students read this story OR Write a paragraph (8 sentences) about why students should not read this story.


Students should read the story ________ because ... OR Students should not read the story because...

22. Describe an allusion used in the story, and explain why it is used.

 
In the story ________ the author alludes to _________.  The author uses the allusion to ...

23.  How would the story be different if it were set during a different period in history?  Pick a time period and place, and explain how the story would have to change.


If this story took place in _________ during _______, the story would change because....

24.  After reading the ending of the story, what events foreshadowed the end? What were the clues in the story that hinted at this particular ending?


The end of the story was foreshadowed by...

25.  Is there anything about this story that is ironic?  What is ironic, and why?


The ____________ is ironic because...

26.  Could this story be turned into a movie? Why or why not?


The story would make a good/bad movie because...

27.  Choose two of the characters. Explain who you would cast for those roles in a movie of this story. 


If I were casting a movie of the story, I would cast ___________ as _____________ because...

28.  What is the theme of the story?  In a single sentence, what do you think the author wanted the reader to learn from this story?


The theme of the story is ____________________. 

29. Explain why you liked or didn’t like this story.


I liked this story because ... OR I did not like this story because...

30.  Who wrote this story? What do you know about their life?


_____________ wrote this story.  He/she  lived ____________ and _________________. 

These questions are based on the terms we are learning in class:

Character: Static; Dynamic; Flat; Round; Characterization; Protagonist; Antagonist

 Plot: Exposition; Rising Action; Climax; Resolution;  Foreshadowing  

Conflict: Internal; External;  
Setting: Time; Place; Flashback

